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Every Sunday morning and Wednesday evening at church you can watch a seemingly endless train of children 
and adults unloading from a blue 
pick-up. It belongs to Norman and 
Elizabeth Hess Asper who have, 
throughout their lives, poured them-
selves into helping the poor and 
needy. Their love for the Lord is 
shown in caring for others and par-
ticularly caring for those who are 
especially close to God's heart, the 
poor. They have transported dozens 
of city children to church over the 
years, being faithful to follow up 
with concern about their home lives 
and needs. 
After graduating from nursing 
school, Elizabeth began mission work 
with the needy in the hills of Ken-
tucky, being the hands of Jesus to 
the sick and dying. For 11 years she 
carried heavy responsibility—partial-
ly filling the role of a doctor—while 
lacking many medical conveniences. 
With fervent dedication, Elizabeth 
has continued her ministry of nurs-
ing at the Messiah Home/ Messiah 
Village for over 20 years. For her, 
nursing is not just a profession. Her 
patients sense her caring spirit; she is 
happy to go the extra mile to satisfy 
their needs. 
I've observed with reverence Eliz-
abeth's participation in our local 
congregation. Her heart is broken 
for the needy. She is often the first to 
lead the congregation in heartfelt 
prayer, unashamedly sobbing out 
her pleas for God's intervention in a 
broken family. For many years she 
has persevered with one particularly 
needy family. The struggle involved 
and the setbacks she has encoun-
tered would have stymied most of us 
long ago, but Elizabeth has proven 
herself a fighter. Not only giving of 
herself through prayer and material 
things, she has invested much of her 
personal time in that family. After 
watching this- interaction over a 
period of several years, my husband 
mused, "If I could nominate anyone 
The author and the Aspers attend the 
Harrisburg (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church. 
This was the third place article in the Visitor 
writing contest. 
to sainthood, it would be Elizabeth 
Asper!" 
When the need arose for church 
nursery attendants in order to en-
courage the attendance of needy 
young mothers, Elizabeth selflessly 
volunteered. Week after week she 
stood vigil in the nursery. Realizing 
how much she values each time of 
worship, and observing her joy in 
participation, I can appreciate her 
sacrifice. 
In my own life, her example has 
revealed my own selfishness. I was 
annoyed by the disruptive teenagers 
the Aspers brought to our services. I 
could no longer enjoy the singing or 
listen to the sermon because those 
kids were parading about, making 
noise, and causing general upheaval. 
Consequently I self-righteously went 
to Elizabeth and challenged her bring-
ing such non-churched people into 
our orderly lives. She quietly lis-
tened to me. Although she was no 
doubt stinging with hurt, she did not 
defend herself or preach to me, but 
calmly asked, "What do you think 
we should do?" Her question forced 
me to take some responsibility for 
the problem and to think about my 
own feelings. I began to think about 
the purpose of our church. I know 
Elizabeth prayed, but she continued 
to follow the leading of the inner 
voice. Soon a concerned Sunday 
school teacher devised a workable 
plan for assigning each teen to sit 
with a different family during the 
service. Sitting next to the teenager 
assigned to our family, I had to 
become accustomed to the occasional 
odor, and the service wasn't always 
the spectator pleasure that I had 
grown to expect. Nevertheless, de-
veloping that relationship and learn-
ing the value of outreach resulted in 
my own personal growth and that of 
the youth. Thank God! 
In a world where the value of self-
lessness is not recognized, but the 
value of self-assertion and promot-
ing one's rights is, we need to stop 
and respect the kingdom values ex-
hibited in the life of Elizabeth Asper. 
Her selflessness has resulted in her 
fulfillment. Her inner joy and pur-
pose is reflected in her many acts of 




all by Faithe Keller Zercher 
filled with tears when I asked per-
mission to use her life as a subject for 
this article. "I have so far to go to be 
like Christ," she whispered. Being 
the servant that she is, she is pointing 
us all in the right direction. 
"Whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant 
. . . just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and 
to give his life as a ransom for many" 
(Matthew 20:26, 28). • 
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in ft]is issue... 
In this month's cover story (page 8), 
five Kansans discuss the current farm 
situation and the role the church can 
play in assisting farmers in trouble. A 
companion article details one example 
of the international dimensions of the 
problem. 
Also in the issue, Fran Ulery discusses 
the benefits of computers in the local 
congregation, and Scott Miles imagines 
what it might have been like to be a blind 
man who met Jesus. The 1986 General 
Conference theme is introduced, as well 
as preliminary information on Confer-
ence scheduling and costs. 
Due to scheduling difficulties, One-
simus does not appear in this issue. 
Look for his monthly letter to Paul in 
November's issue. 
Pro-life seminar 
slated for Nov. 2 
The Atlantic Conference Board of 
Brotherhood Concerns is hosting a pro-
life seminar at the Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Church, Mount Joy, Pa., on 
Saturday, Nov. 2. The seminar will be-
gin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude at 3:00 p.m. 
Guest speakers include Dr. Ronald J. 
Sider, Westminster Theological Semi-
nary; Dr. Lucille Wingert, Bethany Chil-
dren's Services; and Samuel Hollings-
worth, pastor of the Souderton (Pa.) 
congregation. 
Topics for discussion will include, "A 
Consistent Pro-life Stance," "The Ethics 
of Abortion," and "Practical Actions for 
the Local Church." 
Lunch and babysitting for ages up to 
three will be provided by the Cross 
Roads congregation, with a free-will 
offering being taken. All interested per-
sons are invited to share in this time of 
fellowship and learning. 
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my eyes 
that I may see 
Close your eyes. Imagine what it would be like to be blind. What 
would you miss the most if you lost your sight? What are the things you 
enjoy most in your life now? How would those things and the enjoy-
ment you receive from them be affected if you had been born blind? 
Open your eyes now. And follow along in John 9 as we experience 
the story of the blind beggar. 
by Scott Miles 
I really hadn't done too badly—as 
blind beggars go. The festival season 
had just ended. And sitting on the 
road near the Temple gave me access 
to all the festival traffic. All the 
devout Jews go to the Temple, so I 
made sure I was there, too. When 
you have to make your living by 
collecting alms, then you have to 
make sure you're in the right place! 
There I was, on the side of the road. I 
heard this small group of people 
walking by. All of a sudden, just 
when they reached me, it got quiet. 
In fact, it was so quiet it was awk-
ward. I could tell they were looking 
at me. "Probably a bunch of people 
stopping to gawk," I thought. A 
poor blind man trying to eke out a 
meager existence on the goodwill of 
others, and all they had time to do 
was stare at my misfortune! 
Then something strange happened. 
I really can't describe it. It was a 
feeling—a feeling that whoever was 
looking at me had designs other than 
putting a few shekels in my cup. But 
it wasn't as though I were going to be 
robbed either. It wasn't that kind of 
feeling. It was . . . different. 
The rest of the group apparently 
thought it was different, too. Pretty 
soon I heard some of them shift and 
stir around a bit. They felt awkward; 
they even sounded a bit scared. 
"Rabbi, who sinned, this man 
or his parents, that he was born 
blind?" 
This article is condensed from a sermon 
given by Scott Miles when he was associate 
pastor of the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Imagine that! Here I am, sitting by 
the side of the road in all the dust 
and filth, and all they want to do is 
talk about philosophy! "Of course, 
someone sinned!" I felt like scream-
ing. Over and over again it was 
explained to my parents and me: 
"Each individual case of suffering 
resulted from a specific sin by the 
individuals involved. God be 
praised!" They always added that 
because they really couldn't explain 
it. 
There I sat, a freak along the side 
of the road, the object of someone's 
philosophical speculations. I was just 
about ready to tell them either to put 
some money in the cup or get lost, 
when it happened again—the feel-
ing, I mean. I could feel a l o o k -
something I had never felt before. It 
was the same feeling that came over 
me just before they started talking. 
I heard something really strange 
then. A voice like I've never heard 
before saying something totally for-
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That's when it hit me. It was my choice. 
I could choose to remain blind, or I could 
choose to be healed, and see. 
eign to me. A voice full of wisdom 
and compassion and understanding, 
a voice that reached into the depths 
of my soul. I recognized the voice; it 
was this man, Jesus—the one who 
claimed to be a healer. He had just 
stirred up all kinds of trouble in the 
synagogue with his talk of light and 
truth and freedom. 
"Neither this man nor his par-
ents sinned," said Jesus. 
I couldn't believe my ears! How 
could he say that? It was almost 
heresy! But then he added some-
thing else. 
"This happened so that the 
work of God might be dis-
played in his life." 
I heard the man spit on the ground 
in front of me. They say that he 
leaned down and scooped up some 
mud that he made from his spit. And 
before I knew what was going on, he 
put the mud on my eyes. 
"Go," he told him, "Wash in 
the pool of Siloam." 
I had no cause to do what the man 
said. But something in his voice was 
irresistible. The pool of Siloam was 
on the southeast side of Jerusalem. 
In your reckoning, that would have 
made it several city blocks from 
where I was sitting. But I had grown 
up in the city; I was used to moving 
from point to point without anyone's 
help and without getting in any-
body's way. 
When I was halfway there, some-
thing different happened. The excite-
ment started to wear off. The hope 
faded. My mind was suddenly filled 
with all kinds of doubt and ques-
tions. "Do I really want to see?" I 
thought to myself. "After all, I've 
been blind all these years. I've grown 
rather comfortable in my disability. 
Sure, it's inconvenient. Sure, I only 
get enough money in a week to just 
exist. But do I really want to be 
healed? What if I don't like what I 
see? Besides, he never even asked 
me, did he?! He just smeared this 
mud on my face and told me to go 
wash it off. Imagine! To have to live 
in the filth of the ground by the road, 
and then to have someone smear 
mud on your face!" That's when it 
hit me. It was my choice. I could 
choose to remain blind or I could 
choose to be healed, and see. 
"Choosing to see," I thought, "is 
going to totally change my lifestyle. 
It will totally change my perspective 
on life. I'll be free!" Once again that 
hope surged inside of me—to be free 
from the bondage of darkness, free 
to live in the joy of the light. And so, 
without further hesitation, I hit the 
pool. I washed the mud off, and 
slowly opened my eyes. I could see. I 
could see! I COULD SEE! Ijumped 
out of the pool and went back to find 
this Jesus. But he was gone already. 
So, I went back to my neighbor-
hood. I had to tell somebody—I was 
blind, but now I see! But I wasn't 
prepared for what happened. 
His neighbors and those who 
hadformerly seen him begging 
asked, "Isn't this the same man 
who used to sit and beg?" Some 
claimed that he was. Others 
said, "No, he only looks like 
him." 
They didn't even know me! In 
fact, they argued about whether or 
not it was really me. Before they 
would believe me, they made me tell 
the whole story. I told them of this 
man, Jesus, and how it all happened— 
the mud-packed eyes, washing in 
Siloam, sight. But rather than re-
joice with me, they were outraged. I 
had forgotten that it was the Sab-
bath. And making mud on the Sab-
bath constituted a violation of the 
Sabbath laws. 
They dragged me to the Pharisees 
to report what had happened. The 
ordeal that followed was one of the 
most difficult I had ever experienced. 
Yet it was also one of the most 
revealing. Something had started 
growing in me—a realization that 
when I was healed I received more 
than just physical sight. But at the 
time, I couldn't quite pinpoint it. So 
there I was, standing in front of the 
council of the Pharisees. What a 
grilling. 
"Tell us what happened!" they 
demanded. I had to tell the whole 
story again—mud-packed eyes, wash-
ing, sight. When the Pharisees heard 
this, their judgment was immediate. 
But it was also divided. They argued 
about whether the miracle could 
have taken place because it was the 
Sabbath. God could not have done 
such a thing on the Sabbath, because 
that was work and would be a viola-
tion of the laws of rest. 
Some of the Pharisees said, 
"This man is not from God, for 
he does not keep the Sabbath." 
But others asked, "How can a 
sinner do such miraculous 
signs?" So they were divided. 
Finally they turned again to 
the blind man, " What have you 
to say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened." 
It was actually kind of humorous— 
these sophisticated religious leaders 
arguing over what God could or 
couldn't do on the Sabbath. But as I 
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was considering all that was being 
said, it suddenly dawned on me, 
"This Jesus had to be more than just 
a man to be able to do what he did 
for me, especially on the Sabbath." 
Suddenly they turned to me and 
shouted, "What do you have to say 
about him? It was your eyes he 
opened." And before I knew it, I 
blurted out, "He is a prophet!" 
Well, that just seemed to make 
them more angry. I've since learned 
that when we are confronted with 
evidence contrary to our prejudices, 
our first tendency is to call the evi-
dence into question—particularly if 
it's really the truth. 
Poor Pharisees. Many of their 
prejudices were called into question 
now. With the working of this great 
sign, many people could believe in 
the claims of Jesus. This they feared 
most of all. So at all costs they 
determined to conclude that the mir-
acle had not occurred. They sum-
moned my parents to try to force 
them to say that the whole scheme 
had been cooked up between us— 
that I wasn't really blind at all. 
"Is this your son?" they 
asked. "Is this the one you say 
was born blind? How is it that 
now he can see?" 
" We know he is our son," the 
parents answered, "and we know 
he was born blind. But how he 
can see now, or who opened his 
eyes, we don't know. Ask him. 
He is of age; he will speak for 
himself." 
My parents were shrewd people. 
But they were also very scared. It 
had already been declared that any-
one claiming to follow this Jesus was 
to be excommunicated from the 
Synagogue. Anyone who was excom-
municated from the Synagogue was 
publicly cursed, cut off from the fire 
of their own people, like they didn't 
even exist anymore. What was worse, 
they were also told they were cut off 
from God. But my parents were 
smart enough not to be taken in by 
the Pharisees. They made them talk 
to me directly. 
Something happened then, some-
thing I can't explain. That feeling— 
the same feeling I had on the road— 
continued to grow in me. Jesus was 
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more than a man. A prophet, per-
haps, but more. 
A second time they sum-
moned the man who had been 
blind. "Give glory to God," 
they said. " We know this man 
is a sinner." 
He replied, " Whether he is a 
sinner or not, I don't know. 
One thing I do know. I was 
blind but now I see!" 
Then they asked him, " What 
did he do to you? How did he 
open your eyes?" 
There I was, back in front of the 
Pharisees again. This time they were 
really angry—angry at Jesus, angry 
at me, angry with themselves, I sus-
pect. They couldn't accept God's 
truth about themselves. 
They demanded that I give glory 
to God, which is a judicial way of 
saying, "tell the truth." They called 
Jesus a sinner and me a liar. They 
wanted me to deny that anything 
happened, to admit that it was all a 
hoax. "I don't know anything about 
your prejudices about Jesus," I said. 
"All I know is, I was blind but now I 
see!" Couldn't they understand what 
that meant to me? I could see. I was 
changed by Jesus' touch. I could live 
in the joy of the light! 
They couldn't accept it. I chided 
them: "I've already told you what 
happened. Do you want to hear it 
again so you can be his disciple, 
too?!" What was I saying? Inexplic-
ably, however, just when I should 
have been afraid, that feeling came 
again. It was as though he was stand-
ing there with me, watching me. My 
eyes had been opened, but now my 
mind was being opened. The pieces 
started to fit and everything began to 
make sense. 
The Pharisees were getting excited 
too, but not for the same reasons. 
They were livid. They abused me, 
called me names, hurled insults at 
me, judged me worse than they ever 
had before: "You are this fellow's 
disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 
We know that God spoke to Moses, 
but as for this fellow, we don't even 
know where he comes from." The 
reputed wise men of the Jews were 
trying to escape the reality of Jesus. 
They either had to deny the facts or 
admit what the facts proved about 
Jesus. Denying didn't work because 
I stood before them—once blind but 
now sighted. 
I couldn't help telling them so. 
That feeling, that presence, was really 
inside me now, giving me courage I 
didn't have before. With a strange 
power inside me I told them, "A 
deceiver or sinner could not have 
done the work Jesus did for me. In 
fact, he could do nothing! The works 
of Jesus prove himself. He must be 
from God!" 
They pronounced their judgment 
on me—excommunication. I wanted 
to find Jesus but I didn't know where 
to look. Then Jesus found me. He 
had heard what had happened and 
came to look for me: "Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?" I told 
Jesus I wanted so much to believe in 
this one sent from God. Then my 
eyes were really opened; in that one 
instant, I understood everything! 
Then the man said, "Lord, I 
believe, "andhe worshiped him.. 
Jesus said, "For judgment I 
have come into this world, so 
that the blind will see and those 
who see will become blind." 
To Jesus, I was a picture of the 
world in all of its moral and spiritual 
blindness. And his coming was a 
claim that he would give light and 
vision to all who would believe and 
receive him. He was the light of the 
world. He had not come into the 
world to solve the problems of human 
suffering and pain. He had come to 
remove the cause. He had come to 
manifest the grace of God through 
the giving of light and vision to the 
blind. 
I had a choice that day on the 
road—to be healed or not. I could 
have chosen to remain blind. And I 
could have chosen to live as though I 
were blind even after I had been 
healed. 
To recognize Jesus as the light of 
this world is to be confronted with 
our own blindness. Have you faced 
the truth of your blindness? Have 
you allowed the Lord of Light to 
manifest his work and grace in your 
life? 
Jesus said, "I am the light of the 
world." Can you see? • 
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f rural life has many threads 
"We are wined. 
The farmer couldn't getSfong with-
out these supportive businesses, this 
infrastructure. WeT* all tied together. 
They depend on us and we depend 
on them. I think we're all going to 
sink or swim together." 
The speaker was Raymond Reg-
ier, a central Kansas grain farmer 
who, for more than 30 years, has 
worked the land his parents and 
grandparents farmed before him. 
Regier was part of a small group 
of persons from five congregations 
in three central Kansas counties who 
met in July to discuss the current 
farm situation from the perspectives 
of an implement dealer, a rural 
banker, a farm cooperative man-
ager, and both beginning and estab-
lished farmers. As they spoke, a 
fabric of rural life began to take 
shape in my mind and the threads 
that strengthened, weakened, and 
even broke that fabric became more 
defined. 
Kenneth Goering, President of 
the Citizens State Bank of Mound-
ridge and a member of the Eden 
Mennonite Church in rural Mound-
ridge, agreed with Regier. "You 
wouldn't have a financial institution 
in this area without agriculture. The 
whole retail establishment is based 
on that farmer out there. When the 
farmer isn't having a good year, bus-
iness really slows down." 
Glen Unrau, a McPherson imple-
ment dealer, said that was certainly 
true with his business. "We rely 
100% on the farm trade," he said. 
"How well the farmer does deter-
mines how well we do." 
Unrau illustrated how current 
economic problems of farmers affect 
the agricultural infrastructure. "We 
get letters from farmers who have 
run out of credit (from their finan-
cial institutions). In trying to work 
things through, they write to their 
suppliers of chemicals, fertilizers, 
repairs, services, as well as imple-
ment dealers, and they simply have 
to say to them, 'you are maybe going 
to lose in this whole deal' " Unrau 
went on, "We may have extended 
credit of eight or ten thousand dol-
lars, and now all of a sudden we are 
faced with whether we are going to 
recover that." 
The discussion turned to the in-
crease of bankruptcies in the area. 
Marv in Esau, manager of the 
Farmers Grain Cooperative at Wal-
ton and a member of the Bethel Col-
lege Church in North Newton, dealt 
with seven farmers who declared 
bankruptcy in 1984. "And it wouldn't 
surprise me to see that many in 
1985," he said. 
"I firmly believe there are very few 
people who want to take bank-
ruptcy," Goering said, "especially 
among farmers. Of the farmers that 
I've seen go into it, I can't tell you 
one that wanted to do that." 
Jim Graber, a young farmer who 
belongs to the Whitestone Menno-
nite Church in Hesston, spoke with 
conviction. "For most farmers it's 
by LaVonne Piatt 
like losing a part of the family. They 
certainly don't want to." 
One participant in the small group 
issued a call for the church to increase 
sensitivity to the needs of farmers in 
trouble. He said that in his church, 
farmers who face economic prob-
lems have quit attending. 
That is not the case, however, at 
the Alexanderwohl Church near 
Goessel, where Unrau chairs the 
congregation. "Of the membership 
that have declared bankruptcy or 
are in the process of making changes 
(to avoid losing their farms), they all 
come to church," Unrau said. "That's 
where they get their support. We 
couldn't bail them out financially— 
that is impossible. But at least we can 
let them know we empathize with 
their problems. We make it a special 




"Some of those people have a real 
tough decision to make, when they 
get into the position that they're in," 
Esau said. "They're getting some 
advice that tells them to do the 
opposite of their thinking and of the 
way they were brought up. Some 
bankruptcy at torneys—and they 
have to use one someplace, I guess— 
tell them, 'you can go to your neigh-
borhood co-op, go to your imple-
ment dealer, dump that bill, forget 
those people.' And yet those are the 
same people that they go to church 
with and that their daily lives depend 
on. Then they have to make the 
decisions—and I can see that to be 
an awful dilemma. I don't know how 
some of them can handle it," he said. 
"I really don't." 
Graber, who has a business pre-
paring those income tax returns in 
addition to farming, believes it is 
important for farmers to talk openly 
about their troubles. "I agonize over 
what I call Mennonite macho-ism," 
Graber said, and went on to explain. 
"There will be three farmers stand-
ing at a sale, saying, "Well, this guy 
just wasn't a good manager. He did 
this and this wrong. But we aren't 
having any trouble. We're doing 
okay! And then later on that year I 
see their tax books come in, and they 
are in terrible trouble. There's such a 
stigma about admitting it. But I 
think the more it's talked about the 
more likely it will loosen up a little." 
Regier, member of the Hebron 
Mennonite Church near Buhler, did 
not think Mennonites were more ret-
icent than the general population. 
"From what I hear, farmers any-
where are reluctant to talk about 
their personal financial problems," 
he commented. 
One reason for the economic crisis 
in farming is that the value of farm 
produce and land went down while 
everything the farmer bought con-
tinued to go up in price. Graber sug-
gested that if farm income and land 
values had risen like costs of services 
and equipment, most farmers would 
be prosperous today. "That is a 
point we are overlooking," he said. 
"Devaluation of the land is not a 
product of poor management." 
Esau agreed. "Whenever you buy 
anything, expecting its value to go 
up and instead it goes down, it will 
make you look bad, whether it was a 
tractor or investments. I don't think 
there is anyone in business today 
who can't look back and see where 
he made a mistake." 
Goering responded from the per-
spective of a banker. "Because of a 
drop in land values, many loans that 
seemed proper at the time they were 
made now appear to have been 
. * - » ) i, 
Being interviewed.. 
Marvin Esau has been in the 
grain elevator business in Wal-
ton, Kansas, for 30 years, for 26 
years as manager of the Farmers' 
Grain Cooperative. This past sum-
mer he received recognition for 
30 years of service as a volunteer 
fireman. 
Kenneth Goering has been as-
sociated with the Citizens' State 
Bank of Moundridge for 18 years, 
the past 8 years as president. 
Having grown up in a farm fam-
ily and still doing some farming 
himself, Goering is more closely 
related to the farming commu-
nity than many small town 
bankers. 
Jim Graber grew up on the 
farm near Hesston where his 
father had farmed until he took 
over in 1979. Graber pastures 
800 sheep and raises wheat, corn, 
and hay on his 450-acre farm. 
Vice-president of the Kansas 
Sheep Association, he was named 
Kansas Lamb Producer of the 
Year in 1984. He is a member of 
the Kansas MCC Task Force on 
the Farm Crisis. 
Raymond Regier has spent all 
his life on the 400-acre northwest 
Harvey County farm where he 
now grows wheat, corn, and 
soybeans. Raymond and his wife 
Gladys are members of the Kan-
sas MCC Hunger Concerns Com-
mittee and the Kansas MCC 
Task Force on the Farm Crisis. 
Glen Unrau has been in the 
implement business at American 
Farm Supply in McPherson since 
1977, having previously taught 
school, farmed, and travelled with 
a farm equipment company. He 
grew up on a farm near Goessel, 
a few miles from the farm where 
he and his wife Mary Lou have 
lived since their marriage. Their 
three sons, who all live nearby, 
now manage the farm. 
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based on poor advice," he said. He 
also stated that some financial insti-
tutions made loans without check-
ing the validity of the loan request 
because when land values were high 
there was plenty to back the loan. 
Unrau pointed out that the banker 
and the farmer made their decisions 
together to use borrowed money for 
expansion. "And I know of financial 
institutions who have stayed right in 
there and taken their licks along with 
the farmer and tried to help him sur-
vive and realign," he said. 
One part of the problem is that 
farmers need to continue to p r o d u c e -
even sometimes to increase produc-
tion—in order to be able to pay 
interest they have coming due, while 
other businesses can control produc-
tion to keep prices high for their 
goods. 
However, cutting production can 
cause difficulty, too. Unrau told how 
the consolidation of major imple-
ment dealers affected his business. 
When Case/Tenneco purchased In-
ternational Harvestor, it was a mat-
ter of survival of one or the other 
dealership in McPherson. Unrau's 
business was awarded the contract 
for the newly consolidated company, 
increasing its share of the market 
from 28% to 48% of the tractors in 
the county, but the other dealership 
in town closed its doors. 
The men repeatedly stressed the 
importance of communication be-
tween farmers and businesses with 
whom they interact. According to 
Goering, communica t ion often 
breaks down when a farmer is in 
financial difficulties. "When an indi-
vidual can't make his loan or interest 
payment, he just doesn't show up," 
Goering said. "But you've got to 
keep communication open." 
Esau agreed. "Whether it's the co-
op, the bank, or the implement 
dealer they're working with, farmers 
Rural roots is MEDA topic 
"Business, Land and our Roots" 
will be the topic of the annual con-
vention of Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates, Nov. 14-17 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
The convention will focus on the 
relationship between business, land, 
and the biblical and historical roots 
of Anabaptists. It will also examine 
the impact of our rural-urban shift, 
as well as current challenges in agri-
culture and other business sectors. 
Major presentations will include 
"A Faith Journey" by Millard Fuller, 
executive director of Habitat for 
Humanity, Americus, Ga., the organi-
zation for which former U.S. Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter has been doing 
volunteer work recently. Other pres-
entations will include "The Earth is 
the Lord's" by writer/filmmaker John 
Ruth, and "Stewards of the Earth" by 
Fresno, Calif., sculptor Margaret 
Hudson and Elmer Myron of the 
Hopi Church Council, Moenkopi, 
Ariz. 
Workshops will deal with topics 
such as "Business and Church in the 
Third World," "The Economics of 
Jesus in Action," "The Earth, Busi-
ness and the Arts," and "Service 
Opportunities for People in Business." 
Pre-convention seminars, one day 
in length, are planned on a variety of 
topics including "Passing on the 
Family Business," "The Farm Com-
munity Crisis and Mutual Aid," and 
"Practical Applications of Christian 
Ethics and Business." 
Also planned are visits to local 
Mennonite business enterprises and 
tours of the Amana Colonies. 
MEDA is an association of Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ who 
want to nurture and express their 
Christian faith in a business or work 
setting. More information about the 
convention can be obtained by con-
tacting MEDA at P.O. Box M, 
Akron, PA 17501. Phone (717) 
738-3715. 
have to communicate. When it gets 
to the point that we've got to run 
them down, they get defensive—and 
that step shouldn't have to be taken." 
"Looking at it from the side of the 
farmer, though," Esau continued, 
"he doesn't know what to tell you, so 
he hesitates to communicate. He 
doesn't have what he thinks you 
want to hear." 
During the discussion the farmers, 
banker, implement dealer, and co-
op manager wove together their per-
spectives on the farm situation to 
show a pattern of rural life shaped 
by interaction with the church and 
community, but it was a fabric af-
fected by economic and political 
forces largely outside their control. 
At the end of more than an hour's 
discussion, Kenneth Goering tied 
together the comments of the group 
when he said, "It is very discourag-
ing in that we don't see an end to 
this. We see the agricultural situa-
tion is probably becoming worse 
over the next few years. And the 
only hope is that usually when things 
look so bad, they're never quite as 
bad as they look, and something 
usually happens that pulls you out. 
Looking over the next two to four 
years, there is very little hope out 
there. We've made it this far, but 
where do we go from here?" —A 
Meetinghouse article. 
How about you? 
We're wondering how Vis-
itor readers have been af-
fected by the agricultural 
situation described above. 
You are invited to share your 
experiences, thoughts, and 
concerns by writ ing to the 
Visitor. P.O. Box 166, Nappa-
nee, IN 46550. 
Please give some back-
ground informat ion about 
yourself when you write. All 
letters must be signed, but we 
wi l l consider w i thho ld ing 
names if requested. 
Evangelical Visitor 
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Dr. Norman Myers, world re-
spected environmentalist and con-
sultant from Oxford, England, pub-
lished an article in 1981 titled, "The 
Hamburger Connection: How Cen-
tral America's Forests Become North 
America's Hamburger." 
Four years later Myers is still con-
cerned about the hamburger connec-
tion. 
The world's tropical rain forests 
are being turned into cattle grazing 
pastures, he said at a June "Mission-
ary Earthkeeping" forum sponsored 
by the Au Stable Institute in Michi-
gan. In Central America, grazing 
land more than doubled between 
1961 and 1978 while wooded land 
diminished by 39 percent. Between 
Art Meyer works in the MCC U.S. De-
velopment Education Office, Akron, Pa. 
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1966 and 1978 some eight million 
hectares (19.8 million acres) of 
Amazon forest became cattle ranches. 
And all this destruction allows 
North Americans to save about five 
cents on each fast food hamburger 
they buy, Myers said in his keynote 
address. 
"No clearer connections between 
deforestation and the demands of 
affluent societies can be found than 
in the conversion of tropical forest to 
grazing land in Central America and 
Brazil," according to Worldwatch 
Institute's State of the World 1984. 
While we think of America as the 
world's beef capital, the United 
States is in reality the world's leading 
beef importer. A little over two 
decades ago, the United States im-
ported only 2,000 tons of beef. By 
1978 beef imports had risen to 
100,000 tons, and six out of seven 
Central American countries were 
sending as much as 85 to 90 percent 
of their total beef exports to the 
United States. 
The ultimate beneficiaries of this 
conversion of forests to pastures are 
the large landowners, the corpora-
tions that own the meat processing 
plants, and the people and pets of 
the United States. 
The losers are the small local 
farmers and the environment. Many 
never taste fresh meat in Haiti where 
Servbest Foods of Chicago has a 
ranch and produces beef and pork 
sausage destined for U.S. consumers. 
In Honduras, where beef production 
increased 231 percent since 1963, 58 
percent of the children under 5 suffer 
from malnutrition. 
The rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer, while cattle eat the forest. 
We are sacrificing forests for the 
short-term profits of a small group 
of investors and our appetite for 
cheap beef. 
If tropical rain forests are sacri-
ficed, the rest of the world—those 
who live in rain forest countries and 
those who do not—are going to be 
poorer for it. 
Thousands of living species, un-
named and unstudied—part of God's 
creation—are being destroyed. "Over 
half of all the world's living species 
are found in the rain forests," Myers 
said at the recent forum. "With the 
destruction of these forests, the world 
is losing at least one species a day." 
The global cycling of water, oxy-
gen, carbon, and nitrogen through-
out the world ecosystem is in danger 
of being disturbed by rain forest 
decimation. 
Water and soil resources are being 
degraded as the forests are destroyed. 
North American farmers have the 
potential to grow ample quantities 
of beef for our consumption. It is not 
necessary to degrade the world's rain 
forests—a vital part of God's crea-
tion—just to save a nickel on a 
hamburger. 
All of us who want to be responsi-
ble stewards of the earth must find 
ways to keep beef cattle out of the 
world's rain forests. • 
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mENERGIZED TOM 
by R. Donald Shafer 
As we enjoy the fall season, we 
become aware of a new year only 
several months ahead. One of the 
significant events of 1986 is the antic-
ipated biennial meeting of the Breth-
ren in Christ General Conference. 
Once every two years, people from 
all of our congregations are invited 
to come and share in fellowship and 
dialogue about the life of the Lord's 
church. We are a brotherhood, and 
so we have our family gathering. It's 
a kind of reunion where we celebrate 
our life together, meet new members, 
and reminisce with others. We also 
talk about the practices and pur-
poses of our mutual life. 
Over the years we have had an 
increasing interest in a theme. At one 
time we called a phrase or title the 
"motto" of the General Conference 
meeting. But within the last decade 
or more we have perceived the theme 
as a statement of focus that we 
initially highlight at the event of 
General Conference. Then increas-
ingly we are using the theme for an 
emphasis during the biennium fol-
lowing the General Conference. The 
several regional conferences have 
picked up on these themes. Our gen-
eral church boards and institutions 
have been using the various accents. 
Just after the 1984 General Con-






In order to help congregational stew-
ardship committees and individuals in 
their budget planning for 1986, some 
preliminary information follows. 
Dates: The opening session of Gen-
eral Conference will be at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 5, 1986, and the closing 
session will probably end at noon on 
Thursday, July 10. An afternoon session 
will be called, if needed. These dates are 
one week later than usual in order to 
cooperate with a Mennonite and Breth-
ren in Christ anniversary celebration in 
Kitchener, Ontario, on Sunday fore-
noon. Transportation will be arranged 
for all who wish to attend (Cost an-
nounced later). 
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Place: The General Conference of 
1986 will again convene on the campus 
of Mc Master University in Hamilton, 
Ontario. Air service will be provided by 
the Toronto International Airport. 
Room costs: Two persons in a room, 
single beds, $13.25 per person per day; 
one person in a room, $17.50. Rooms 
air conditioned, with full linen package. 
Children 8 and under on the floor free. 
Family rate (parents and two children) 
in two adjoining rooms, $42 per family. 
As of this writing, these amounts (in 
Canadian funds) would be 30 percent 
less in U.S. funds. Advance planning at 
25 percent exchange should be safe. 
Evangelical Visitor 
worked on its assignment to project 
a theme and plan the inspirational 
program for the 1986 meeting of the 
General Conference. After review-
ing themes of the past ten years and 
reflecting on the needs of our world 
and the task of the church, the com-
mission decided to make the 1986-88 
theme "Energized to Evangelize." 
This has been shared with the Board 
of Administration, and the bishops 
have agreed to share it with the 
regional conferences. 
The conviction of our heritage is 
that we have been "energized" by the 
Holy Spirit, and specifically for the 
purpose of spreading the Good 
News. The scriptural passage that is 
presented with this theme is Mat-
thew 28:16-20, the words of Jesus 
given to his followers just before his 
ascension. 
It is our hope that the 1986 Gen-
eral Conference meeting will stimu-
late the people of our congregations 
to focus on the total mission of the 
church. We are a people who believe 
in the authority of Scripture and that 
we are to obey the commands of our 
Lord. Thus, we proclaim that we are 
a people "Energized to Evangelize" 
as we enter the last half of the 1980s. 
In planning for this event, other 
articles are scheduled for the Visitor 
on a variety of related topics: the 
Holy Spirit's role in energizing for 
evangelism, some views on person-
nel, the aspect of church planting, 
and our responsibility for ethnic 
groups in our midst. 
Then at General Conference, July 
People who pay for the five nights of 
General Conference (Saturday through 
Wednesday nights) may have the two 
additional days before Conference free. 
Additional nights, before Thursday, July 
3, or after Wednesday, July 9, will prob-
ably be available. If so, the rates will be 
the same. 
Meal costs: Full day packages (break-
fast, lunch, dinner), age 9 and over, 
$19.50; children 4-8, $9.75; children 3 
and under, $4.75, all in Canadian funds. 
Individual meal rates are about 10 per-
cent higher. The U.S. exchange rates 
apply as for rooms. A snack bar with 
very limited items (no hot foods) is 
available. 
5-10, 1986, in Hamilton, Ontario, 
there will be various ways for us to 
sense the meaning of this theme. 
Visually, the logo and words will be 
displayed. The General Conference 
sermon will be "The Glory and The 
Power," which will deal with the 
motivation for evangelism. There 
also will be four theme sermons. The 
first will point to the marketplace 
where we are responsible for "All 
People." The second message is the 
mandate to "Make Disciples." The 
Registration fee: All people attend-
ing day sessions at Conference, 18 years 
old and over, will need to pay a registra-
tion fee of $22 in Canadian Funds and 
$17 in U.S. Funds; or $5 per day (Cana-
dian) or $4 per day (U.S.), whichever is 
less. 
These fees do not cover all General 
Conference operational expenses. The 
balance is made up, hopefully, through 
offerings at Conference. 
Other fees: Programs/activities for 
children are free with the exception of 
transportation charges for field trips. 
These children (through age 11) will be 
under supervision during all Conference 
third speaker will center on methods, 
"Going, Baptizing, Teaching." And 
the fourth sermon will remind us of 
the promise for ministry, "I Will Be 
With You Always." 
Let us catch the zeal of this focus, 
and mutually pray and plan to obey 
the essence of Jesus' words that are 
commonly referred to as "The Great 
Commission." 
Don Shafer is general secretary of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
sessions, except extended evening ses-
sions. Youth age 12 and over will have a 
youth activities registration charge sim-
ilar to previous times. 
More Information: The next few 
issues of the Evangelical Visitor will 
probably have no further General Con-
ference information. The January issue 
will have a four-page insert with more 
complete information and a registration 
form. 
If necessary in the meantime, contact 
the Convention Director, Paul Hostetler, 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027; 
717-766-2621 (home), 717-697-2634 (of-
fice). The home number has an answer-
ing service. 
A "Visitor" in every Brethren in Christ home. 
Ready to inform and inspire, the Evangelical Visitor arrives 
at your home each month, with news and views of Brethren 
in Christ across North America and around the world. 
Best Buy: Lifetime Subscription—$ 130 ($ 160 Canadian) 
U.S. Subscriptions: Renewals: 1 year—$8.50; 2 years—$15.00; 3 years— 
$21.00; 5 years—$33.00. New and Gift: $7.00. 
Canadian Subscriptions (In Canadian funds): Renewals: 1 year—$ 10.00; 2 
years—$18.00; 3 years—$26.50; 5 years—$41.00. New and Gift: $8.50. 
Overseas airmail rates available upon request. 
Use the address on your mailing label, noting any errors or changes. Mall 
with check or money order to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
IN 46550. 
Join the family—subscribe today! 
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Role of a pastor in a 
mission-minded church 
Twenty-one years ago, I was intro-
duced as pastor to a mission-minded 
church—a small congregation of 40 
to 60 people attending regularly. I 
was not shocked by what I found 
there, for having grown up in the 
healthy environment of strong mis-
sionary emphasis, I was not ignorant 
of missionary commitment. But what 
I did discover really began to work 
on my heart. 
The first Sunday of every month 
was and is Missionary Sunday. Mis-
sionary personnel are scheduled, and 
all the offerings that day go to mis-
sions. The impact carries on into the 
month. Two different women's prayer 
bands meet weekly to pray for mis-
sions and church needs; the men 
meet monthly; and the children and 
teenagers meet bimonthly to talk 
and pray for missionaries and their 
needs. Beyond the giving on the first 
Sunday, people were encouraged to 
take personal shares of support. 
Besides that, I discovered that they 
were praying for me to become a 
shareholder, for they realized that I 
could either help the program, or 
work to destroy the concept by my 
lack of involvement. The big events 
of the year were camp meeting and 
the annual WGM convention, plus 
anything else they could think of to 
promote missions. One of the great-
est blessings of my ministry is the 
fact that I have not had to develop a 
mission-minded church, only to as-
sist in its ongoing course. 
Look at the pastor's role in asso-
ciation with a mission-minded congre-
gation. 
1. A missionary-minded church 
has determined to give top priority 
to the promotion ofmissionary objec-
tives. This means giving prominence 
to the scheduling of missionary ser-
A member of World Gospel Mission's 
Board of Directors, Melvin Truex pastors 
Little Country Church in Waynesburg, Ohio. 
Reprinted by permissionfrom Call to Prayer, 
official organ of World Gospel Mission, 
Marion, Indiana. 
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vices. Some churches have monthly 
services, while others opt for an 
annual conference covering a week-
end of activities. It would be difficult 
for me to believe that missions were 
important if the service was sched-
uled on any other day than Sunday. 
I know there are scheduling prob-
lems for missionaries under this situ-
ation, but prominence is critical. 
The role of the pastor is to assert 
the importance of scheduling a Sun-
day service even at the expense of 
interrupting his series of messages. 
He may have to defend himself from 
those who feel he is not earning his 
pay if someone else is the speaker on 
the Lord's day. 
2. A missionary-minded church 
has made a strong commitment to 
raise money for missions. The goal 
should be challenging and should be 
increased every year. We began with 
a goal of $1,800 in 1963 and, prayer-
fully, will top $55,000 this year. 
The role of the pastor is to rejoice 
when his people give to missions. A 
tight-fisted pastor can kill the spirit 
of giving by coveting money given to 
missions for other aspects of the 
church's budget. The pastor must 
get involved in the giving process. 
He cannot vocalize what others must 
do and not be on the front line of 
giving himself. He must attend the 
missionary services. He should not 
look at the missionary service as a 
day or night off from responsibility. 
3. A missionary-minded church 
has many prayer cells that cover the 
entire range of the congregation. We 
have six prayer groups that meet 
regularly. Senior citizens to children 
are a part of the process. 
The role of the pastor is involve-
ment in the prayer bands. Every pas-
tor must be a member of Men With 
Vision. The pastor needs to have 
current information on the needs of 
the fields. He must be a student of 
the missionaries and be able to dis-
cuss their ministries intelligently. 
4. A missionary-minded church 
learns to be satisfied in being differ-
ent. It is estimated that 50 percent to 
60 percent of all churches have no 
missionary awareness other than 
taking their own pulse. Many 
churches take no formal offerings, 
and the needs are presented with the 
statement—"If you want to give, do 
it on your way out." It is rare to find 
congregations excited about what 
Jesus is doing in other parts of the 
world. 
The role of the pastor is to appre-
ciate the distinction of this "differ-
ence." There will always be other 
needs, and they will be legitimate. I 
remain constant in believing that the 
missionary awareness complements 
every other operation in our church. 
The temptation to siphon from mis-
sions grows greater as the giving 
increases. It will not ever be right to 
"rob Peter to pay Paul." I find my-
self believing that God assumes re-
sponsibility to program deeper giv-
ing in the other areas that support 
our home base. 
But what of a church that is not 
missionary-minded? The role of a 
pastor in a church that is not mis-
sionary-minded is to develop pro-
grams which will break the crusty 
resistance to missionary enterprise. I 
have heard of pastors who destroyed 
missionary-minded churches because 
of their self-centered programs and 
style. I have talked with pastors who 
grieve over the apathy of their peo-
ple, and who live in constant frustra-
tion because there is no vision. 
There are some things to do: 
1. Pastor, work with your mis-
sionary president. Encourage him in 
his planning. Give him choice time 
for the missionary service. 
2. Pastor, insist to the board that 
you regard the missionary emphasis 
to be vital to all areas of the church. I 
have found that as giving for mis-
sions grows, so grows the giving in 
all other departments. 
3. Pastor, plan for yourself a mis-
sionary tour. (Not the Holy Land!) 
There are work tours which would 
profit you and your church. It may 
be that your congregation would 
help you financially as an investment 
in your ministry. 
4. Pastor, get your men involved 
in missions. It appears that much of 
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the missionary activities center in 
ladies making quilts and other items 
for the mission fields. Sponsor a 
layman to a mission field. Introduce 
projects that appeal to men—cars, 
radio equipment, implements, etc. 
5. Pastor, be a missionary your-
self. Mix with people in your com-
munity. Learn about the hungers 
and hurts of people around you and 
show them the person of Christ 
through you. 
The swing of the pendulum from 
mediocrity to greatness in the king-
dom of God hinges on attitude. Atti-
tude comes from experiences that 
affect our hearts. 
I stood last year on African soil at 
the foot of a grave marking the final 
repose of a little missionary lady 
named Alice Day. My heart swelled 
with emotion as I remembered my 
first encounter with her. It was at a 
missions conference. I went reluc-
tantly with the people from the 
church. The challenge was given, 
and God spoke to my heart about 
becoming a shareholder with Alice 
Day. I used the usual excuses about 
the money and the uncertainty of 
maintaining the commitment, but 
the Holy Spirit impressed me that 
evening as strongly as he had dealt 
with me about my conversion and 
my sanctification. Surrendering to 
his voice, I took my first share. That 
share unclogged the bottleneck of 
my giving for others. On that simple 
marker at her grave, an epitaph that 
symbolized her life read: "She loved— 
She gave." 
In that moment of stirring emo-
tion, I found myself saying thanks to 
God for having dealt with me through 
a missionary lady and praying with 
renewed commitment with what was 
said about her could also be said 
about me. He loved—he gave. Some-
how, that seems to totally identify 
with what was said about Jesus—he 
loved and he gave. My pastoral role 
is to follow my Savior's role. The 
world for him through my commit-
ment to his plan—missions. g 
Rachel Melhorn: 
serving others 
by Darlyss Kipe 
Echoing across the campus is the 
sound of enthusiastic voices raised in 
song. The room from which the 
music comes is alive with singing. 
Who are these people and what do 
they have to sing about? They are 
secondary school s tudents and 
teachers f rom all over Zambia's 
Southern Province, and they are 
gathered together at Choma Second-
ary School for a Scripture Union 
Camp.* 
One of the most enthusiastic par-
ticipants in this musical worship is a 
teacher from Choma, Rachel Mel-
horn. Rachel has been involved in 
Scripture Union for several years 
and now leads the Scripture Union 
group at Choma Secondary along 
with a n o t h e r teacher , Herber t 
Choongo. 
Rachel came to Zambia in 1978 to 
teach domestic science (home eco-
nomics). At first she was asked to 
teach mathematics, but being un-
qualified for that, she was given 
domestic science classes. Since then 
she has taught a variety of courses 
including English and religious edu-
* Scripture Union is a non-denominational 




cation. Rachel is now head of the 
domestic science department, yet her 
roles as teacher and head of a depart-
ment are just a small part of her life 
at Choma. Rachel's life revolves 
around service to others based on 
her commitment to Christ. 
Rachel serves people in many 
ways. She can often be seen trans-
porting people from Choma to their 
destination and back. She has sewn 
wedding dresses, graduation dresses, 
and practically anything else people 
ask of her. She has baked wedding 
cakes, birthday cakes, and numer-
ous other goodies for others. She 
plays the organ and piano for church 
services and weddings. Rachel always 
seems to be doing something for 
someone else. 
In all of her service, however, 
Rachel's greatest desire is to serve 
others spiritually. She leads our Breth-
ren in Christ fellowship as well as 
helping with Scripture Union. For a 
number of years she coached the 
Bible quiz team. She has a burden 
for the spiritual lives of the students 
and teachers. 
Many of the Christian students at 
Choma lack a deep commitment to 
the Lord and seem to drift away eas-
ily. Rachel has seen the need and 
responded by discipling students on 
a one-to-one basis. She and the stu-
dent set a time each week to pray and 
study the Bible together. Her biggest 
frustration is not having the time to 
disciple all the students who need 
and desire spiritual leading. Yet many 
students whom she has not discipled 
directly have been spurred on to a 
deeper relationship with Jesus Christ 
just by watching her life. 
Rachel would be very quick to say 
that she does not want people to 
praise her and her life, but rather the 
person who is responsible for mak-
ing her what she is, Jesus Christ. He 
is the greatest servant of all, and he 
alone makes a life of service to God 
possible. "Now to him who is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all genera-
tions, for ever and ever! Amen" 
(Ephesians 3:20-21). 
Darlyss Kipe is a Brethren in Christ mis-
sionary in Choma, Zambia, where her hus-
band Ray teaches science at the secondary 
school. Darlyss is the mother of two boys 
and helps lead a children's club at Choma. 
She and Ray also give their time to disciple 
Choma Secondary School students. 






by Fran Ulery 
We live in a day when people are 
in constant motion—moving from 
place to place, from one idea to 
another. Those of us who live in this 
century form a unique group. We 
have seen more change in our life-
time than any other group in the 
history of the world. Some of us 
were born in the horse and buggy 
age. We survived the machine age, 
the jet age, and are now face to face 
with what has been called the "Infor-
mation Age." 
Probably the single most influen-
tial factor in our lives today is the 
computer. Who among us did not 
marvel at that first "personalized" 
form letter we received—that is, 
until we started to get them by the 
16 
dozens! Our lives are touched daily 
by this "miracle machine." 
No one questions the impact the 
computer is having upon modern 
business . . . but what about the 
church? In many ways, the church, 
too, is a business. It receives money, 
recruits business (members), keeps 
records, writes letters, publishes fi-
nancial statements—all the things a 
business does. The computer has 
already become the tool of informa-
tion control in many mainline de-
nominations which are using auto-
mated information control to im-
prove the work of the church through 
better stewardship of its human re-
sources. And what about the Breth-
ren in Christ? Is the computer find-
ing its way inside our church doors? 
Several months ago the Board for 
Media Ministries circulated a ques-
tionnaire to each pastor in the de-
nomination in an effort to ascertain 
the level of computer interest for 
church use. Out of 169 pastors who 
responded, 33 indicated that their 
church was already using a compu-
ter or were getting ready to purchase 
one. 
Most pastors, of course, are 
trained in the social rather than the 
physical sciences. No doubt many of 
them tend to view computers as a 
worldly intruder into the sanctity of 
the church. Others, because they 
have had no actual experience work-
ing with these "miracle machines," 
hold them in awe and may even be a 
bit fearful of them. In the March 
1985 issue of Ministry, Michael 
Tucker, senior minister of Bethany 
Community Church, Tempe, Ari-
zona, wrote: 
If the pastor has no working 
knowledge of computer capa-
bilities, it is unlikely that the 
church will get a computer or 
that it will properly utilize one 
if it does. By "working knowl-
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edge" I do not mean that the 
pastor must understand "com-
puterese." Knowing the differ-
ence between a byte and a hex 
code isn't really necessary at 
the beginning. But talking to a 
friend who has a computer at 
home, discussing the possibili-
ties with a salesperson or two, 
and seeking the advice of pas-
tors who already have compu-
ters can be very enlightening. 
One thing you will learn is that 
computers are not really mira-
cle machines at all. In fact, they 
are actually quite stupid. They 
can do only what they are told 
to do. They can follow direc-
tions precisely and quickly, but 
they can do nothing more or 
less than the operator instructs. 
When the word "computer" is 
mentioned, many people automati-
cally think "financial reports" and 
that is certainly one of the applica-
tions for a church computer. How-
ever, in addition to providing better 
financial control and more accurate 
fiscal information, there are many 
other functions a computer can per-
form for the ministry of the church, 
such as: maintenance of church mem-
bership lists and address lists, ser-
mon outlines, visitation data, spirit-
ual gifts in church ministry, graphic 
record of church growth, church 
bulletins, minutes of various boards, 
etc. According to a recent article in 
Christian Computer News, the most 
promising potential for church and 
clergy use of computers is for re-
search. By use of a special modem 
and a telephone line, a pastor can 
access information from a compu-
terized data bank. This would be 
especially helpful to a rural pastor 
living many miles from a theological 
seminary library. 
William R. Johnson, author of 
Selecting the Church Computer, sug-
gests making a "needs analysis" as 
the primary step. This analysis 
should encompass all aspects of pro-
gram ministry including evangelism, 
social concerns, church school, and 
missions. Key questions to ask are, 
"What will the computer do that 
produces a more effective ministry 
for the church?" and "What are the 
potential applications of a computer 
for my church?" A needs analysis 
will tell you what manual systems 
can be automated and how much 
time would be saved in those tasks, 
thus freeing the pastor and lay per-
sons to spend more time in minister-
ing to people, one to one. 
In a recent telephone interview 
with Dale Engle, pastor of Ashland 
(Ohio) Brethren in Christ Church 
and one of the 33 pastors using com-
puters, I asked these questions: 
How long have you been using a 
computer, and did you have any 
prior computer experience? 
I have been using a computer 
three months and had no prior experi-
ence. 
Who is your primary operator, 
and how much training did he or she 
require to reach proficiency? 
I am the primary operator. The 
church has no secretary, so I do all 
my own correspondence. As for 
training, the word processing pro-
gram (Perfect Writer) has a teaching 
program. I spent a week going 
through that program. It's a little 
like learning a new language and 
that doesn't happen overnight. As 
for proficiency, I am still learning. 
This program has so much potential 
that I will be learning new ways to 
use it for the next couple of years. 
This past week I began studying 
Perfect-Calc for use in financial appli-
cations. 
How did you handle thefinancing? 
This was a personal investment. 
The congregation didn't feel they 
could afford one at this time. On the 
other hand, the church doesn't have 
a secretary and for me, personally, I 
felt I couldn't afford not to have a 
computer. Although the investment 
was sizeable, my wife and I feel it is 
an investment not only in our learn-
ing experience but in our ministry 
and family as well. 
How large is your congregation? 
Between 70 and 80. 
What have been some of your 
frustrations? 
I am at a real advantage because 
Peter von Keyserling, who has tre-
mendous expertise in the field of 
computers, is a member of my con-
gregation. He helped me choose 
both the computer and the programs. 
There are times when you get stuck 
and you wonder what to do. You go 
first to your manual and if you can 
figure it out, O.K., but if not, you 
need to have someone to call for 
help. I call Peter. 
What have been some of your 
rewards? 
Getting things done more quickly 
and efficiently and being able to send 
out letters without using "White-
Out" to correct mistakes. I am work-
ing with the teen camp in Central 
Conference. All of my correspon-
dence is being done on the compu-
ter. It is so easy to alter a letter or 
memo to fit a specific situation. I am 
going to begin putting my sermons 
on computer. 
Has the computer saved you time? 
Yes. 
Pastors contemplating the pur-
chase of a computer for their church 
will often ask, "Which of the many 
makes available is best?' While we 
are not recommending any particu-
lar brand of equipment, we do feel 
that an MS.DOS operating system 
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Here are seven guidelines to assist you 
in choosing a computer for your church. 
that is IBM-compatible is preferred 
because of the selection of software 
readily available and the desirability 
to have a standard with which to 
work in modifying software for our 
own denominational needs. We rec-
ognize, however, that some churches 
already have computers that are not 
IBM-compatible and this is fine. 
Should they desire to communicate 
via computer with pastors who have 
an MS.DOS system, the purchase of 
a converter should take care of the 
problem. But for those who have not 
yet made a purchase, we do recom-
mend MS.DOS if it is available and 
you are assured of good support and 
service in your area. 
At General Conference in 1986, 
the Board for Media Ministries plans 
to hold a computer workshop for 
pastors. This workshop will provide 
pastors the opporunity to learn the 
basics of computer application as 
well as a chance to use a computer, 
perhaps for the first time. Details 
about this workshop will be an-
nounced in a later issue of the Visitor. 
In the meantime, for those who can't 
wait until General Conference, we 
offer the following guidelines to assist 
in choosing a computer for your 
church: 
1. Learn all you can about com-
puters. This can be done through: 
a. Attending seminars. 
b. R e a d i n g n o n - t e c h n i c a l 
books that will give you the 
background, language, and func-
tions of a computer. 
c. Talking to people who own 
computers. If possible, ask 
them to allow you to sit at 
their terminal and have them 
guide you through some of the 
basic functions. 
d. Making contact with leaders 
in churches where there are 
successful working computers. 
Find out what their experience 
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has been and profit from their 
mistakes. Brethren in Christ 
churches already using com-
puters include: 
Pacific Conference—Open Bi-





Valley, Ashland, and Western 
Hills 
Allegheny Conference—Granth-
am, Fairview Avenue, New 
Guilford, Dillsburg, Locust 
Grove, and Susquehanna Val-
ley 
Atlantic Conference—Silver-
dale, Souderton, Speedwell 
Heights, and Fairland 
Canadian Conference—Wain-
fleet (Ontario) and Lake (Cal-
gary) 
2. Make a needs analysis of what 
you want to accomplish through 
your computer. 
3. Determine who will operate 
the computer and what kind of train-
ing will be required. 
4. Make a cost analysis, taking 
into consideration the long-term 
costs of supplies, maintenance, up-
grading of programs, as well as the 
initial cost of the equipment. 
5. Choose your software (pro-
grams) based on your needs analy-
sis. Keep in mind that you probably 
will not be able to find exactly what 
you want and may have to settle for 
that which most nearly accomplishes 
your goal. (It is recommended that 
you choose the software before 
choosing the equipment). 
6. Purchase your equipment at a 
place where you are guaranteed train-
ing, competent service, and good 
support. 
7. As stated earlier, it is recom-
mended that you choose equipment 
that supports an IBM-compatible 
operating system (MS.DOS). Of 
course, it is true that any computer 
can "talk" to another computer re-
gardless of what language they are 
programmed for. The difficulty is 
that you need another piece of equip-
ment (a modem) which is an addi-
tional expense and not always 100% 
satisfactory. 
How much will a computer sys-
tem cost? A computer—complete 
with terminal, keyboard, printer, and 
basic programs to run word process-
ing and financial applications—will 
probably run between $3,000 and 
$5,000. Rev. Tucker recommends 
that you shop around for the best 
prices from among those who will 
give you support. He says prices are 
flexible in this market, but cautions 
against purchasing your terminal 
from one supplier and your printer 
from another just to save a few dol-
lars. Why? Because in case of a prob-
lem, you won't know which piece of 
equipment needs attention and you 
could be caught in the middle with 
neither vendor wanting to take the 
responsiblity for the problem. 
Does the church need computers? 
The applications for computer usage 
within the church are numerous. No 
one questions this. However, this is 
not to say that every congregation 
must now rush out and purchase a 
computer system. That is not the 
intent of this article. Rather, we 
hope we have stimulated your think-
ing, perhaps answered some ques-
tions, and provided some general 
information about computers and 
their potential role in the life of a 
congregation. 
If you have questions, you may contact 
Fran Ulery, Director of Communications 
for the Board for Media Ministries, P.O. 
Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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God at w o r k in our w o r l d 
God gave us a complete 
family 
Karen Deyhle, Nagoya, Japan 
A new family is coming to church. 
For two years we had been praying for a 
complete family to join our small group. 
We desperately needed more Christian 
men. The Ito family knew of our church 
and were interested, but because we 
were so small and were meeting in a 
house, they knew their children's needs 
would not be met. They came to an 
occasional special program. When we 
moved to our new meeting place above 
the supermarket, they grew more inter-
ested because it is near their house. Then 
when we began our Sunday school pro-
gram they decided it was time to change 
from their church downtown. 
Dr. and Mrs. Ito are strong Chris-
tians. Mrs. Ito once gave her testimony 
at our women's meeting. Dr. Ito is out-
going and enjoys meeting new people. 
God has used him in helping many peo-
ple to study the Bible and in leading 
them to Christ. That makes him one in a 
million among Japanese Christian men. 
Mrs. Ito helps in planning and prepara-
tions, and their three children fit right 
into the group. Thank God for this tal-
ented, mature Christian family! Through 
God's timing, we now see that this fam-
ily and the Nagoya Brethren in Christ 
Church can both be a blessing to each 
other. 
Japanese different from 
North Americans? 
Lucille Graybill, Nagoya, Japan 
Japan is a beautiful place, but with so 
little interest in the things of God! Peo-
ple are so busy bustling and hustling 
here and there, and where are they 
going? It is very sad. Many who are 
Christian seem to think they must hold 
on to their own traditions and what they 
are taught. Evangelism is far from easy. 
(Can these things be said of North 
America?) 
One morning I invited to our home a 
group of ladies to whom I had taught 
English more than a year ago. As we 
shared and talked about the future, I 
said we not only want to teach English, 
but also Bible. One lady said, "I will 
never, never become Christian." I really 
had hoped for her. I was disappointed. 
Another said, Ti l probably never be-
come a Christian, but I enjoy studying." 
She is studying with a Jehovah's Wit-
ness. They don't know there is a differ-
ence. Many will study but never seem to 
have any desire to know Jesus. Please 
pray for these two women. 
John goes to a nearby coffee shop 
because that's where the men gather at 3 
p.m. to make friends and talk. They'll 
talk sports, jobs, family, etc., but as soon 
as he mentions the Bible or Jesus, hands 
go up and they say, "mo iidesu"—that's 
enough. They have no interest. Pray for 
the men. (Are they so different from 
North Americans?) 
Pray for the Graybills as they again 
find their way in Nagoya. Ask for the 
Spirit's guidance in using the talents and 
gifts God has given them. God is at 
work! Let us believe him to open the 
hearts of the people who are being con-
tacted with the gospel. 
No greater love 
Jean Maedke, Tokyo, Japan 
Prayer for health has been an impor-
tant part of the ministry to my students. 
Two students have experienced rela-
tives' deaths, and two have relatives who 
are not expected to live long. Another 
just had major surgery for bleeding 
around the brain, and an older student 
has had trouble with sinus infections, 
double vision, severe headaches, and a 
"tired look" which often worries me. I'd 
appreciate your prayers for these friends. 
I believe God is using trials and the 
normal pains of life and death to stir 
these people to deeper, more serious, 
and spiritually-oriented thinking. Two 
students confided that they, realizing the 
grave seriousness of their request, asked 
God to take their lives in exchange for 
the life of an ill relative. I am amazed 
and shamed by the depth of their faith 
and/or selflessness. I am sure that be-
cause of their willingness to give up their 
life for another's, they can understand 
the nature of the sacrifice involved in the 
substitutionary death of Christ much, 
much better than I ever will. Pray for 
them in their grief. Only one of them is a 
Christian so far. "Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life 
for his friends" John 15:13. 
And then there is Juan 
Betty Rosentrater, recently returned 
from Honduras 
Juan is the oldest of a long string of 
children. I don't really know how many 
to count, because his father has "been 
around." But he especially claims two 
sisters for whom he has felt a particular 
responsibility since his mother's death 
six years ago. He has a sixth grade edu-
cation and has been working 10 to 12 
hours a day at a lumber camp for $2.50 a 
day. (That would buy no more than 
$2.50 in the States.) His father is often 
drunk months at a time and Juan yearns 
to leave home, but his crippled grand-
father lives there and he feels God wants 
him to be faithful to the miserable old 
man. 
Learning is hard for Juan, but he has 
struggled to learn to play the organ so he 
can help give praise to God. Almost 
every night he goes with a group to 
"break the Word." His devotion is deep, 
his unrest deeper. 
As the twilight extinguished the day, 
Juan dropped in. He had just lost his job 
and there was no hope of anything else. 
We had both searched and searched. I 
had suggested earlier that he make toys 
for which I could find a market, but he 
had no tools. None of these problems 
seemed important now, however. He 
was obviously terrified. He sat very 
quietly, and his dark eyes grew darker 
with pain. I waited. The silence gave way 
to swallows and the stillness to squirm-
ing. "I'm afraid." He tensed and trembled. 
"I'm afraid I might kill someone, and I 
don't want to. There is something terri-
ble, a sin that wants to do wrong. I ask 
God to forgive me, but then this uncon-
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Coming / 
for <36' 
The 1986 Family Activity Calendar 
"Energized to Evangelize" 
Energized to Evangelize 
1 9 8 6 
FAMILY 
ACTIVITIES 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Sama-
ria, and to the ends of the earth. 
Acts 1:8 
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life, the 1986 
Family Activity Calendar invites you to learn together as 
families and congregations how to be committed to and effec-
tive in making Christ known in our world. 
The calendar includes these special features: 
—Using the theme of the 1986 General Conference, 
"Energized to Evangelize," the calendar focuses each 
month on one aspect of evangelism: biblical com-
mands for it, preparation for it, or the people to whom 
we should witness. 
—The activity, "To Do Together," suggests ways your 
family can learn about and experience what the Bible 
teaches concerning evangelism. 
—The listings of events and memos draw attention to 
what's happening each month in Brethren in Christ 
ministries. 
Single copy price: $2.00 
($3.46 in Canada). Quan-
tity prices are available 
upon request. 
To order or for more 
information, contact Evan-
gel Press, P.O. Box 189, 
Nappanee, IN 46550. 
God a t w o r k . . . 
trollable thing comes. My soul needs 
something. I have to be different. This 
person can't please God even if he 
always sings praises. I'm afraid of what 
is in me. I'm afraid to leave the church. 
I'm afraid I'll be lost. If I don't get help I 
will go crazy or die." 
I asked if he'd like for me to pray, a 
bold thing since his church vehemently 
hates believers. But he was desperate. 
"Yes," he whispered. 
I prayed. He bowed his head rever-
ently, and you could feel his agony 
reaching toward God. Then he sat silent-
ly with bowed head. 
The church bells tolled. "Mass. I have 
to go to mass. Someone died and we 
must pray for his soul." But even as he 
said it he knew it would do no good, that 
the time had passed; it was too late. 
The other day Juan happily accepted 
a Bible he couldn't afford, and plans to 
read with the idea of obedience. God is 
working. 
Changes announced in 
Life Line Ministries 
The board of Life Line Ministries 
announces changes in leadership and 
ministries. James Bailey, after serving as 
director for three years, has asked to be 
relieved of that responsibility. 
Daniel and Linda Brake, from Sun-
nymead, California, who have worked 
in the ministry for eight months have 
accepted the leadership role. 
The current emphasis in ministry was 
introduced in the summer issue of the 
Life Line Reporter. Work has been 
begun among the Asian people who 
number in the hundreds of thousands in 
the Bay Area. Ministries include minis-
try to children and youth, and a youth 
bell choir. Negotiations are opening 
doors for English language study for 
adults in a nearby housing complex, 
with next steps being presentation of the 
Gospel message. Temporary housing of 
refugees is also being planned. 
The board encourages you to pray for 
the staff. Voluntary Service workers are 
needed. There is also urgent need for 
financial assistance. The mission address 
is 
Life Line Ministries 
P.O. Box 410445 
San Francisco, CA 94141-0445 
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chufch nerts 
Cross Roads Heritage Festival 
On Saturday, August 17, members and friends 
of the Cross Roads congregation (Mt. Joy, Pa.), 
gathered together for a Heritage Festival & 
Auction. 
Guided tours highlighted changes to the prop-
erty and present building, as well as sights of his-
torical significance. Guides pointed out where the 
horse shed once stood and how it was used as a 
place to eat during the 1937 General Conference. 
Participants were reminded how the attice of the 
church looked before the arched ceiling was put 
in—how the brothers and sisters slept there during 
love feast occasions. Displays included artifacts 
f rom the congregation's historical room. Items 
brought in by people of the congregation included 
pictures, slides, old clothing, old hymnals dating 
from 1862, and a charter of the cemetery's incor-
poration and a cemetery map. 
A formal program was held in the multi-
purpose room where several people led the singing 
of numbers from each of the Brethren in Christ 
hymnals that have nurtured the faith of each of 
our generations. Former Bishop Benjamin E. 
Thuma was interviewed on the subject of Donegal 
District life. 
The auction raised over $2,000, $850 of that 
from the sale of old hymnals. The 1902 English/ 
German (4th edition) of Spiritual Hymns had the 
M E D A 
C O N V E N T 1 1 O N 
Business, Land and our Roots 
highest bid, $130. The proceeds from the auction 
were "tithed" to Cooperative Ministries and the 
balance was put toward the Building Fund of the 
congregation. 
The day was climaxed with a love feast meal, 
consisting of soup, sandwiches, cheese, peaches 
and crumb pie. 
The planning committee was Emily Lesher, 
Lester Wolgemuth, Charlotte Lefever, Jay Miller 




The Clarence Center, N. Y., congregation reports 
receiving thirteen people into membership on 
Sunday, July 21. • A centennial celebration was 
held by the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro, Pa., on Sept. 28-29. Speakers included 
Bishops Ralph Wenger and H. Frank Kipe; and 
Revs. James Esh and Rupert Turman. 
The Grantham, Pa., congregation cancelled 
Sunday night services for the months of July and 
August, but instead held several 3-hour F.R.E.D. 
(fellowship, recreation, eats, devotions) services. 
The meetings, completely planned and carried out 
by lay people, were well attended. 
"How to Really Love Your Teenager" film 
series was shown to the Hollowell congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., • A service of dedication was 
held Sunday afternoon, July 21 by the Jemison 
Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa., for their re-
modeled sanctuary and new all-purpose room. 
Bishop Kipe participated in the service. A corner-
stone was laid during the morning service. 
Bishop Frank Kipe installed Rev. Kenneth R. 
Hepner as the senior pastor of the Mechanicsburg, 
Pa., congregation on Sunday morning, July 7. An 
informal service of welcome and getting acquainted 
was held in the evening in honor of the Hepners. • 
A commissioning service was held for Rev. Alvin 
and Thata Book on Sunday, Aug. 16 by the Mes-
siah Village congregation, Mechancisburg, Pa. 
Recent guest speaker for the Montgomery con-
gregation was Greg Ryder. Mr. Ryder spoke on 
"Tentmaking in the 80's," on behalf of the Mis-
sions Prayer Fellowship. • The Morning Hour 
Chapel, East Berlin, Pa., held Rally Day on Sun-
day morning, Sept. 15. Magical Ministries was 
part of the special features. A noon meal followed 
the service. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Sunday, July 21, Rev. and Mrs. Charles 
Burgard were installed as pastoral couple of the 
Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa. Bishop 
John Byers conducted the service following a fel-
lowship meal. 
Special guests of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, 
Mt. Joy, Pa., were John and Margie Criswell. The 
Criswells began their assignment in London in 
September. • Eleven persons were received into 
membership by the Palmyra, Pa., congregation on 
Sunday, July 21. • A Teen Slave Auction was held 
by the youth of the Refton, Pa., congregation. 
The Shenk's Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., held 
an appreciation dinner for all Sunday school 
workers of the congregation. Rev. Elmer Horst 
was the after-dinner speaker which was held Sun-
day, August 10. • A progressive supper was held 
on Sunday evening, August 11, by the Speedwell 
Heights congregation, Pa. 
Double Golden Wedding Anniversaries 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonas Lehman Mr. and Mrs. Charles Neumann 
November 14 - 17, 1985 
Stouller Five Seasons Motel :T]0 First Avenue, ('eclni Riipiils. lou.i 
F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n a n d r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m 
w r i t e o r ca l l 
MENNONITE E C O N O M I C DEVELOPMENT ASMXMATES •7Yy\ 400 - 280 Smith Street ( ( Y / Winnipeg. Canada. R3C 1K2 VVl/y (204)944-1995 
Sept. 23, 1984, was an open house for Jonas and 
Sara Lehman and Charles and Mille Neumann as 
they celebrated their 50th wedding anniversaries. 
On Sept. 22,1934, the two couples were married in 
a double wedding ceremony by Bishop Jacob K. 
Bowers in the Graterford, Pa., Brethren in Christ 
Church (now the Perkiomen Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church). It was a noteworthy event, being 
the first time a wedding was solemnized in that 
sanctuary (the church had been built in 1885.) 
Both the Lehmans and the Neumanns served as 
deacon couples for many years in that congrega-
tion, and are still worshipping there. 
The Lehmans have four children: Fay (Mrs. 
John Copenhafer) of Graterford, Pa.; Doris (Mrs. 
James Cober) of Port Colborne, Ont.; Ray of 
Collegeville, Pa.; and Jeanne (Mrs. Michael 
D'Agostino) of Tucson, Ariz. There are nine 
grandchildren. 
The Neumanns have two children: Harold, of 
Graterford, Pa.; and Eileen (Mrs. John Trost) of 
Clarence Center, N.Y. They have seven grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. (The late 
report was submitted with apologies from the 
family.) 
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Canadian Conference 
Recent breakfast speakers for the Men's Fel-
lowship of the Crow Roads congregation, Guelph, 
Ont., were Arthur Climenhaga and Dave Illman. • 
The Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., cele-
brated one hundred years of Sunday school on 
Saturday, Sept. 28. 
New Creation, a singing group from Messiah 
College, recently presented a Thursday evening 
musical concert to the Houghton congregation, 
Langton, Ont., • The Port Colborne, Ont., con-
gregation has been using "The Roots," nurturing 
program developed by the Billy Graham Associa-
tion on Wednesday nights. 
Rev. Timothy Giles, missionary to Caracus, 
Venezuela, was the guest speaker for the Rose-
bank Church, Petersburg, Ont., on Sunday morn-
ing, Aug. 11. • The Springvale, Ont., congregation 
recently hosted an evening of praise through 
music. The Hartford Church of God was invited 
to share in the service. 
Midwest Conference 
Bishop Glenn Ginder conducted the installation 
service in the Abilene, Ks., Church on Wednesday, 
August 7, for Scott and Judy Miles. A food 
shower and refreshments welcomed the pastoral 
couple. 
An ice cream social was held recently by the 
Mountain View congregation, Colorado Springs, 
Co., to say farewell to Tracy Whittington who left 
for Sunnymead, Ca., for a year of voluntary ser-
vice. • Family Camp was held by the Oklahoma 
City, Ok., congregation, August 2-4, at Spencer's 
Ridge Resort. 
Pacific Conference 
Rev. and Mrs. Roger Charman were installed 
August 11, as the pastoral couple of the Diamond 
Bar, Ca., congregation. • Guests of the Upland, 
Ca., congregation on Sunday, Sept. 1, were Bruce 
Sider and Karen Loney. Both are part of the 
congregation's Faith Promise missionaries. 
Central Conference 
Special guest of the Ashland, Oh., congregation 
on Tuesday evening, Aug. 13, was Michael King, a 
paraplegic. Michael, who was injured in a motor-
cycle accident, is traveling from Alaska to Wash-
ington, D.C., in a wheelchair, sharing his testi-
mony. 
An appreciation breakfast was held on Satur-
day, Sept. 7, by the Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, In., to honor all Sunday school teachers. • 
During the month of September the Highland 
congregation, West Milton, Oh., was scheduled to 
view "Celebration of Discipline" films. 
Recreation night at the Pleasant Hill, Oh., 
church included outdoor games, table games, ice 
cream, and a slide set of the Hebrew Tabernacle 
concluded the evening's activities. • On Sunday, 
August 4, Bishop Owen Alderfer installed Rev. 
and Mrs. Eric Stanton as the pastoral couple at 
Valley Chapel, Canton, Oh. 
For The Record... 
Births 
Arnold: Carrie De Haven, August 5; Jack and 
Judy Arnold, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Brungart: Dustin Derrick, June 9; Derrick and 
Debra Brungart, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Christner: Aaron David, August 13; Bill and 
Joan Christner, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Christophel: Clay Allen, June 24; Jay and Deb 
Christophel, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Dilts: Gillian Ann, June 19; Rick and Ann 
Dilts, Port Colborne congregation, Ont. 
Ebersole: Stacey Caryn, March 15; Kenneth 
and Jody Ebersole, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Evangel Press recently Installed this Solna four-color press, allowing the printing of 
quality four-color brochures and book covers at a more economical cost. The press is 
the latest of several equipment acquisitions designed to enhance Evangel Press's 
capabilities as a supplier to nationally known Christian publishers, as well as to 
businesses in northern Indiana. 
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Fldler: Lindsay Joy, July 18; Greg and Colleen 
Fidler, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Galloway: Dorothy Amanda (Mandy), June 
19; Darrell and Mary Ellen Galloway, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Gearhart: Benjamin George, May 28; Dennis 
and Dawn Gearhart, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Gilmore: Daniel Edward, August 4; Terry and 
Teresa Gilmore, Wainfleet, Ont. 
Grove: Laura Ellen, July 18; Jeffry and Linda 
(Kuhn) Grove, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Hawkins: Heather Lynn, April 11; Dale and 
Dawn Hawkins, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Heise: Sarah Beth, August 4; Keith and Susan 
(Engle) Heise, Albuquerque, NM. 
Hess: Kristen Leigh, July 6; Parke and Diana 
Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Keim: Lauren Michelle, April 30; Paul and 
Debbie Keim, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Klpe: Brent Daniel, July 12; John and Eleanor 
Kipe, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Kuntz: Krystal Diane, July 1; Dennis and 
Diana Kuntz, Abilene congregation, Ks. 
McGregory: Michael John, August 10; Jerry 
and Janet McGregory, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Miller: Julie Marie, August 1; Wesley and 
Donna Miller, Green Grove congregation, Pa. 
Myers: Mary Beth, May 14; Kenneth and Bar-
bara Myers, Hollowell congregation, Pa. 
Reist: Daniel Joseph, April 30; James and 
Jeanne Reist, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Schreiber: Jamie Rae, July 6; Harold and 
Laurie Schreiber, Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
Sider: Daryl Douglas, March 19; Vance and 
Judy Sider, Ottawa, Ontario. 
Slabaugh: Sara Anne and Rachel Beth, July 7; 
Rev. Ron and Janice Slabaugh, Mooretown con-
gregation, Mi. 
Taylor: Kevin Harry, July 20; Keith and Freda 
Taylor, Waynesboro congregation, Pa. 
Tice: Donald Eugene Jr., July 31; Donald and 
Hulda Tice, Green Grove congregation, Pa. 
vanHengstum: Mark James, May 28; Peter 
and Martha vanHengstum, Port Colborne con-
gregation, Ont. 
Volpe: Sara Marie, June 19; Angelo and Janet 
Volpe, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Wenger: Justin Shawn, June 14; Larson and 
Marlene Wenger, Five Forks congregation, Pa. 
Zillig: Heather Christine, July 12; Steve and 
Barb Zillig, Clarence Center congregation, NY. 
Weddings 
Awde-Teal: Lori, daughter of Herbert and 
Audrey Teal, Springvale, Ont., and Timothy, son 
of Philip and Shirley Awde, Hagersville, Ont., 
August 10 in the Springvale Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Allan Heise officiating. 
Charalambous-Hanley: Stacy, daughter of Paul 
and Clarissa Hanley, Orviston, Pa., and Nicolas, 
son of Nick and Karina Charalambous, Pomona, 
NY., July 6 in the Cedar Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Charles-Asper: Daleen, daughter of Mrs. Grace 
Asper, Grantham, Pa., and the late Dale Asper, 
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50 year celebration 
Rev. P. W. McBeth, Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., was recently honored at a dinner and 
open house for fifty years of service in the devel-
opment and distribution of religious merchandise. 
Commemorative plaques were presented to Rev. 
McBeth by William H. Long, Jr. (right in the 
photo), current president of the Christian Book-
sellers Association, and by Joseph McBeth (left), 
president of McBeth Corporation. 
Rev. McBeth began his religious merchandising 
career in 1935 at Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. In 
1942 he was asked by the church to open the 
Christian Light Bookstore in Elizabethtown, Pa. 
Several years later a second store was opened in 
Chambersburg, Pa. During those years he also 
developed a wholesale division which he later pur-
chased and named McBeth Religious Art Studio. 
In 1970, his business was merged with the C. W. 
Boyer Company of Dayton, Ohio, to form the 
present McBeth Corporation. Since retiring as 
president in 1977, he has continued to create new 
products on a limited basis. 
and Jay Wilbur, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold 
Charles, Peach Bottom, Pa., August 24 in the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. 
Robert Ives and Henry Ginder officiating. 
Charles-Meyer: Carla, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed Meyer, Bremen, In., and Seth, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Landon Charles, Nappanee, In., June 8 
in the Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Jay Sisco officiating. 
Charles-Wrigley: Kimberly, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Roger Wrigley, Dunkirk, In., and 
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Landon Charles, 
Nappanee, In., June 29 in the Nappanee Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Jay Sisco and the 
father of the bride officiating. 
Czepek-Wiebe: Hilda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Wiebe, Wainfleet, Ont., and Paul, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Czepek, Dunnville, Ont., 
August 10 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman officiating. 
Davies-Disher: Deborah, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Disher, and Gordon, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Davies, April 20 in the Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. Edward 
Rickman officiating. 
Gingrich-Happel: Michele, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Happel Jr., Greencastle, Pa., 
and Glenn, son of Mr. and Mrs. William Gingrich, 
Annville, Pa., June 15 in the Fairview Ave. 
Brethren in Christ Church with Revs. Lynn 
Thrush and Harvey Good officiating. 
Letellier-Rohrer: Kim, daughter of Nevin and 
Donna Rohrer, Abilene, Ks., and Bruce, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Letellier, Chapman, Ks., 
August 17 in the Chapman Methodist Church 
with Revs. Ron Bowell and Richard Brooks 
officiating. 
Meyers-Hallman: Marilyn, daughter of David 
and Laurene Hallman, and Bruce, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Meyers, Kitchener, Ont., July 13 in the 
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John Zuck officiating. 
Probst-Fidler: Lisa, daughter of Richard Fidler 
and Edna Fidler Askins, and Mike, son of Art and 
Donna Probst, both of Mill Hall, Pa., August 3 in 
the St. Agnes Catholic Church, Lock Haven, Pa., 
with Father Norm Ingrund and Rev. John L. 
Bundy officiating. 
Reynolds-Livingstone: Verna Livingstone, New 
Oxford, Pa., and Luther Reynolds, Aug. 3 in the 
bride's home with Rev. James Esh officiating. 
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Rickel-Clinkingbeard: Darlene, daughter of 
Rev. and Mrs. Jack Clinkingbeard, Blackwell, 
Ok., and Merrill V., son of Rev. and Mrs. Charles 
Rickel, Thomas, Ok., May 25 in the First Church 
of Nazarene, Blackwell, Ok., with the fathers of 
the couple officiating. 
Rickman-Main: Rhonda, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. James Main, and Charles, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. W. Edward Rickman, both of Wainfleet, 
Ont., April 6 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with father of the groom officiating. 
Seitz-Pierce: Paige, daughter of Mrs. Norman 
Pierce, Monterey, In., and Steven, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Noble Seitz, Nappanee, In., July 27 in the 
Nappanee Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Jay Sisco officiating. 
Shockey-Grove: Carolyn Jean Grove and Or-
ville Eugene Shockey, August 8 in the Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. W. Rupert 
Turman officiating. 
Thrush-Helfrick: Genevieve, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Helfrick, and Royce, son of Mrs. 
Anna Mary and the late Ralph Thrush, all of 
Mercersburg, Pa., June 29 in the Montgomery 
Brethren in Christ Church with Glenn Hensel, 
uncle of the groom, and Raymond Martin, uncle 
of the bride, officiating. 
Verhoeff-Puffinbarger: Karen Puffinbarger and 
and Vernon Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ver-
hoeff, March 14 in the Bethany Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Charles Rickel officiating. 
Wiebe-Brady: Gail, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Garson Brady, Welland, Ont., and David, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wiebe, Wainfleet, Ont., July 
20 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. W. Edward Rickman officiating. 
Williams-Mater: Margaret Helen, daughter of 
Clyde and Bethene Mater, Stevensville, Ont., and 
Robert Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. 
Williams, Wainfleet, Ont., June 29 in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Greg Funk 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Barham: Lois Grace Frey Barham, Messiah 
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa., born March 2,1908, 
died July 18, 1985. She was the daughter of Har-
vey and Emma Frey. She is survived by a daugh-
ter; a son; and seven grandchildren; a brother; and 
a sister. Prior to her marriage, she served with 
Brethren in Christ Missions in Africa. Dr. Arthur 
"Share the Hope" 
Daily readings that 
define "hope" and 
illustrate how to share it. 
OCTOBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
T • 1 James 1:2-8 
W • 2 James 2:1-5 
T • 3 James 2:14-20 
F • 4 James 2:21-26 
S • 5 1 Peter 1:3-12 
S • 6 1 Peter 1:13-21 
M • 7 1 Peter 5:6-11 
T • 8 2 Peter 1:5-11 
W • 9 1 John 5:1-5 
How To Share Our Hope . . . 
By sharing 
T • 10 Proverbs 17:1-2 
F O 11 Isaiah 58:1-7 
S • 12 Gal. 6:6-10 
S • 13 Phil. 4:10-14 
M • 14 1-Tim. 5:17-22 
T • 15 2 Tim. 1:8-12 
W • 16 Hebrews 13:7-16 
By testifying 
T • 17 John 1:19-34 
F • 18 John 3:22-36 
S • 19 John 4:25-42 
S • 20 John 13:21-30 
M • 21 John 19:31-37 
T • 22 Acts 2:29-40 
W • 23 Acts 8:18-25 
T • 24 Acts 23:1-11 
F • 25 1 John 5:1-9 
S • 26 3 John 3 
S • 27 John 21:20-25 
M • 28 Acts 20:17-23 
T • 29 Rev. 22:17-21 
W • 30 John 2:21-25 
T • 31 John 3:5-11 
NOVEMBER 
DAY BOOK & CHAPTER 
F • 1 John 5:39-47 
S • 2 John 7:1-8 
S • 3 John 15:18-27 
M • 4 Acts 10:39-43 
T • 5 Acts 26:1-8 
W • 6 Gal. 5:1-5 
T • 7 Eph. 4:14-19 
F • 8 1 John 4:8-14 
S • 9 Hebrews 11:1-4 
Used by permission of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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Climenhaga and Rev. J. Robert Lehman con-
ducted the funeral service in the Messiah Village. 
Interment was in Union Cemetery, Duncannon, 
Pa. 
Books: Elmer M. Books, Cleona, Pa., born 
August 18,1898, died July 16,1985. He was mar-
ried to Carrie Light who survives. He was a 
member of the Brethren in Christ Church and had 
served as deacon, cemetery trustee, Sunday school 
superintendent, and had taught Sunday school for 
60 years. The funeral service was conducted by 
Revs. Earl Musser and David Climenhaga in the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church. Interment 
was in the adjoining cemetery. 
Campbell: Sarah P. Campbell, born July 2, 
1903, died June 3, 1985. She is survived by three 
sons: Glen, John, and Cameron. She was a 
member of the Port Colborne Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. Walter Winger conducted the fu-
neral service. 
Dixon: S. Iola Dixon, Messiah Village, Me-
chanicsburg, Pa.; born June 2,1903, the daughter 
of Max and Adria (Welty) Dixon; died Aug. 19, 
1985. She is survived by three sisters: Mrs. Nellie 
Shoemaker, Mrs. Violet Toms, Mrs. Mary Beam; 
one brother, Howard E.; and several nieces and 
nephews. She accepted Christ as Savior in a 1922 
Pennsylvania revival. Soon the Lord called her to 
home missions service. Beginning in her home 
congregation of Iron Springs, Pa., she later served 
in various other mission points in the mountains 
of Pennsylvania, including Altoona, Saxton, Clear 
Creek, and Searights. She is remembered for her 
Bible teaching, visitation ministry, and children's 
work. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
S. Lane Hostetter and Rev. Keith M. Sider in the 
Saxton Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was 
in the Fairfield Union Cemetery, Adams County. 
Feaster: Ethelda Eyer Feaster, born July 21, 
1907, in Gratersford, Pa., died July 24, 1985. In 
1928 she was married to Elmer Eyer who died in 
1951. In 1963 she married Virgil Feaster who pre-
ceded her in death in 1976. She is survived by a 
son, Fred Eyer; two daughters: Dr. Lorraine 
McGee and Rosemary Palmer; a sister; two 
brothers; and four step-sons. She served 16 years 
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as a missionary in Africa, and was a member of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Revs. John Snook and 
Alvin Burkholder. Interment was in Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Haldeman: Florence (Flossie) Haldeman, Dal-
las Center, Iowa; born Feb. 3, 1888, died July 11, 
1985. She was married to John P. Haldeman who 
preceded her in death in 1978. She is survived by 
two sons; Millard and Floyd; and one daughter, 
Mrs. Lois Peterson. One daughter died in 1944. 
She was a member of the Dallas Center Brethren 
in Christ Church, where funeral services were 
conducted by Rev. Eric Stanton and Elder Ray 
Reed. 
Heise: Clarence E. Heise Sr., born Dec. 3,1891 
in Victoria Square, Ont., died August 6, 1985, in 
Norfolk General Hospital, Simcoe, Ont. He was 
the son of Levi B. and Alice Eyer Heise. In June 
1919 he married Ruth Brechbill who preceded him 
in death. He then married Elizabeth Engle who 
survives. He is also survived by a daughter, Naomi 
Marr; a son, Clarence E. Jr.; 7 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; and a sister, Elva Climen-
haga. He was converted early in life and was a 
member of the Springvale Brethren in Christ 
Church. He served the Madhipura and Saharsa 
mission stations in India from 1919-1926. Funeral 
services were conducted at Hagersville and Heise 
Hill Brethren in Christ churches by Rev. Charles 
Byer and Bishop Harvey Sider. 
McCorkle: Jack McCorkle, Myerstown, Pa., 
born January 26,1967,died July 12,1985. He was 
a member of the Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted. 
Interment was in the Fairland Cemetery. 
Sider: Kenneth Sider, Welland, Ont., born in 
1908, died July 4, 1985. He is survived by his wife, 
Grace; two sisters; a brother; three grandchildren; 
and three great-grandchildren. A daughter, Shir-
ley; and a brother preceded him in death. The 
funeral service was conducted by his nephew, Rev. 
Michael Anderson. Interment was in Zion Ceme-
tery. 
Wilson: BeldonB. Wilson, born June 28, 1921, 
died July 18, 1985. He is survived by his wife Etta; 
two sons, Jack and Richard; and three daughters, 
Ruby, Pam, and Jerri. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Eric Stanton in the Dallas 
Center, Iowa, Brethren in Christ Church. 
Wenger: Ida Lou Hane Wenger, Dayton, Oh., 
born August 6, 1922, died May 28, 1985. She was 
the daughter of Larenzo and Irene Hane. She was 
married to Rev. Samuel Wenger who preceded her 
in death in 1977. She is survived by a stepson, 
Bryon Wenger; a stepdaughter, Evelyn Hill; a 
brother, a sister, and six stepgrandchildren. She 
was a member of the Fairview Brethren in Christ 
Church and had done home mission work in Ken-
tucky, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Revs. Robert 
Love and Bob Verno conducted the funeral ser-
vice. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery. 
Ulery: Carl Jacob Ulery, Springfield, Ohio, 
born Dec. 11,1908, died July 28, 1985. He was the 
son of Orville B. and Effie Wingert Ulery. He was 
married for 53 years to M. Fern Schneider Ulery 
who survives. Also surviving are two sons: Jacob 
Lynn and Wayne E.; one daughter, Mrs. Cos-
tandy (Beth) Saba; a brother, Dale W.; a sister, 
Ruth Garman; seven grandchildren and one great-
grandchild. He was ordained as a minister in the 
Brethren in Christ Church in 1939, serving as pas-
tor of the Beulah Chapel congregation in Spring-
field, then as bishop from 1949 to 1967. The fu-
neral service was conducted by Bishops Owen H. 
Alderfer and Charlie B. Byers, and Rev. Ken 
Gibson. 
Tribute to Carl J. Ulery 
For the past nearly fifty years Carl J. Ulery has 
been equated with spiritual leadership, adminis-
trative guidance, and financial generosity in the 
Central Conference generally and the church in 
Southern Ohio in particular. 
Brother Carl gave 
his life to Christ at the 
age of 17. His com- >J 
mitment was without 
reservation and he | 
sought ways to be of 
service in the local 
church from the begin-1 
ning. And so, it was j 
not surprising that he | 
was called to the min-
istry of the church early in life in 1939. His first 
service was to the local church, Beulah Chapel. By 
1949 he was called to the leadership of the South-
ern Ohio District as bishop. Shortly, he was called 
to other service in evangelism and board and 
committee work. Other assignments included ser-
vice on the Messiah College Board and the For-
eign Mission Board of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The latter was a great love, and Brother 
Carl spent large amounts of time promoting world 
missions. 
When the church adopted a new administrative 
structure in 1957, he was called to be bishop of the 
Central Conference. For ten years Bishop Ulery 
served the seven state area of Central Conference 
at his own expense, at the same time operating a 
growing greenhouse business. His ministry included 
oversight of the churches and their pastors, plant-
ing of new churches, administration of the confer-
ence, direction of Memorial Holiness Camp, and a 
variety of general church responsibilities. In many 
ways the Central Conference is a reflection of the 
life and spirit of its former bishop. 
Carl Ulery retired from the bishop's office in 
1967. (It is appropriate to note that he is the first of 
the bishops of the present structure to pass from 
this life.) Freedom from the heavy responsibilities 
of church administration opened the door to fol-
low up a long-standing concern and interest: per-
sonal evangelism and home Bible studies. Often 
two and more evenings a week—and sometimes 
afternoons—were devoted to these interests. 
Brother Carl's testimony from this period was, 
"I'm having the time of my life." 
The ministry and witness of Carl J. Ulery have 
been clear and forceful across fifty years in the 
Cental Conference area. His life has impacted his 
own family, the people who worked for him in 
business, the congregation he pastored, and the 
host of people he ministered to in the conference. 
His ministry reached people of all classes and in all 
conditions. Carl and Fern loved to give of their 
financial resources. God had entrusted them with 
an ability to earn money; many people, the local 
church, and the church generally were recipients of 
their generosity as they diminished their own lifes-
tyle that they might have to give to God's cause. 
Carl Ulery has modeled Christian faith and life 
in a clear and unmistakable way; we who have 
walked with him have been enriched through his 
clear vision and his unswerving loyalty to Christ. 
Owen H. Alderfer 
for the Board of Bishops 
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Nine Brethren in Christ receive MMA sharing grants 
Nine members of the Brethren in 
Christ Church received $4,850 in shar-
ing grants from Mennonite Mutual Aid, 
Goshen, Ind., during the first six months 
of 1985. 
The grants come from ten Fraternal 
Activities programs, designed to help 
congregations meet the variety of needs 
of their members. 
Roxbury Camp 
celebrates 50 years 
by John B. Hawbaker 
Roxbury Holiness Camp celebrated 
an important milestone this year in its 
50th annual camp meeting. 
The first camp meeting, which fol-
lowed three years of summer evangelis-
tic meetings, was held in 1936 in a 
former dance hall. This year's anniver-
sary camp meeting, held from August 2 
to 11, included elements of both celebra-
tion and anticipation: celebration be-
cause of the significant events in the past 
as the camp has sought to promote bib-
lical and practical holiness; and antici-
pation because the camp leadership and 
constituency are trusting that Roxbury 
Holiness Camp will continue to have a 
fruitful ministry in the years to come. 
The emphasis on the present and future 
vitality of the camp was reflected in the 
theme "Serving This Present Age." 
On the first Saturday of the camp, E. 
Morris Sider introduced his new book, 
Holiness Unto the Lord: The Story of 
Roxbury Holiness Camp, which was 
published for this year's anniversary. In 
this volume he presents a carefully writ-
ten and inspiring account of the camp's 
beginning and its development to the 
present. Copies of the book are availa-
ble at Christian Light Bookstores. 
Another feature about the history of 
the camp was presented in the daily 
Ministers', Missionaries' and Christian 
Workers' Hour. In six sessions, various 
persons recalled highlights about the fol-
lowing "Fathers of the Faith Who Min-
istered at Roxbury": Henry Landis, 
Harry Hock, Henry Schneider, O. B. 
Ulery, Marshall Winger, Ray Witter, 
and Lafayette Shoalts. The stories told 
in these sessions brought frequent smiles, 
some laughter, and many expressions of 
thanks to God for the personal lives and 
public ministries of these church leaders. 
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Seven members received medical 
premium assistance through the Special 
Premium Needs and Special Dependent 
Adults programs. Another member, an 
overseas worker, received funds to pay 
MMA life plan premiums. Funding 
Opportunities for Congregations Unit-
ed in Sharing (FOCUS) gives grants to 
members with financial needs resulting 
The two associate evangelists for the 
camp were John Rosenberry, pastor of 
the Big Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
in Belleville, Pa., and Dr. Merne Harris, 
president of Vennard College in Univer-
sity Park, Iowa. John Rosenberry preached 
with the vigor and enthusiasm appro-
priate for one of the "sons of thunder," 
as he and his brother William were 
affectionately called years ago. Dr. Har-
ris spoke quietly, clearly, and powerfully 
as he gave messages that brought people 
to decision and to spiritual victory. He 
will be remembered, too, for his skillful 
use of nursery rhymes, retold to show 
some spiritual lesson or some trait of 
human nature. The guest speaker for the 
closing weekend of the camp was B. 
Edgar Johnson, general secretary of the 
Church of the Nazarene. 
The music director was M. Eugene 
Heidler. Guest music groups were the 
Hetrick Family (Duncannon, Pa.) and 
the Choraleers (Lancaster, Pa.) who, in 
addition to their songs, presented origi-
nal dramatizations of scenes from the 
ministry of Christ. Also, on the first 
Sunday, there was a musical package by 
the Victory Quartet (Arthur Climen-
haga, Allen Buckwalter, Eldon Bert, 
and Raymond Niesley), who sang at 
from disaster, disability, or accident. 
One member received a FOCUS grant. 
The second-mile programs are possi-
ble because of Mennonite Mutual Aid 
Association's tax-exempt status. Instead 
of paying taxes, the Association uses 
these funds for Fraternal Activities pro-
grams to meet special needs. 
Roxbury in some of the first years of the 
camp. 
The teen camp was directed by Ken 
Hepner and James Stauffer, with the 
theme "Encountering the Person of 
Jesus." The guest speaker was Bernie 
Smith, from Calgary, Alberta. Bernie's 
enthusiasm, humor, unusual laugh, and 
deep devotion to Christ communicated 
effectively with the youth. The ministry 
of the children's camp was under the 
leadership of Jesse and Laura Wolge-
muth; the theme was "Learning to Wor-
ship." 
Many things combined to make this a 
special camp meeting: the quality of the 
preaching; excellent weather with mod-
erate temperatures most of the week; 
consistently high attendances through-
out the week; 10 conversions reported; 
the rejoicing of the many persons who 
sought and received God's sanctifying 
grace; the generous offerings ($39,410 
for operational expenses, $36,886 for 
capital and maintenance expenses, and 
$26,473 for Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions); and of course, the anniversary 
features. The 1985 camp showed prom-
ise that Roxbury Holiness Camp will 
continue a strong and effective camp 
meeting ministry in the years to come. 
On the closing Sunday evening of the camp we brought together for this photo anyone who 
had attended the first Roxbury Holiness Camp In 1936 or any of the summer evangelistic 
meetings that were held In 1933-1935. Obviously there are more persons than these who fit this 
category, but these are the ones who, without any advance announcement, were on the camp 
grounds at the time of the photo. 
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stevdardsfyp We're doing it together! 
I think we're beginning to get the feel! 
And it feels pretty good! 
It's Cooperative Ministries I'm talk-
ing about. Here in the Central Confer-
ence, pastors and people more and more 
are seeing the work of the Brethren in 
Christ from local congregation to over-
seas ministry, from Congregational Life 
to Brotherhood Concerns, as one big 
task in which we are all involved. 
We're not feeling this as simply a drive 
for funds. This is working together in 
multi-faceted ministry that involves vi-
sion, energy, and dollars—ministry that 
gets us all into the board and committee 
rooms, into the churches, and out in the 
field. We experience it vicariously 
through missionaries that come to our 
churches, board personnel that grace 
our pulpits, and volunteers from our 
congregations that go out from us into 
the ministries and then come back to tell 
us about the joy and blessing of minis-
try. We feel it personally in our personal 
involvement in service and in the joy of 
giving where we know the people and 
the ministry—cooperatively. 
Owen H. Alderfer 
Bishop, Central Conference 
Cooperative Ministries is beautiful 
evidence of the Brethren in Christ peo-
ple's desire to practice biblical teaching 
on stewardship. It provides an oppor-
tunity for every person, giving a gift, to 
share in the total ministry of the brother-
hood. 
The initiating of Cooperative Minis-
tries has also resulted in local congrega-
tions having an increased awareness of 
ministries, instead of just dollars. It is 
stimulating church agencies to share 
what God is doing in the lives of people. 
With a growing vision of need and bless-
ing, there will be a continuing increase in 
the joy of giving. 
• • * 7 ^ 
John A. Byers 
Bishop, Atlantic Conference 
The church has always been, and I 
hope always will be, committed to min-
istry. In these closing years of the second 
millennium for the church, the oppor-
tunities and possibilities for heightened 
ministry are mushrooming. Coopera-
tive Ministries is the kind of approach 
that is needed right now. The ministries 
we are to offer to our troubled societies 
will never be provided without aggres-
sive cooperation. Now every person in 
our churches can feel that he or she is 
cooperating fully in the mission and 
ministry of the church. It is exciting to 
have this awareness renewed with each 
Lord's Day offering—and refreshed 
daily in personal prayer and hands-on-
service. 
I am excited about Cooperative Min-
istries. Just a few days ago I heard it said 
again that we always seem to be able to 
afford the things we really want. 
The architects of the Cooperative 
Ministries giving concept for our broth-
erhood have helped us to see our re-
sponsibilities and opportunities as with 
a wide-angle lens instead of blinders. 
Despite early struggles and fears, we are 
seeing the results of working together. 
Allegheny Conference is making good 
progress in our focus on the ministries of 
the total church, rather than on the 
mechanics of providing the resources. 
I believe in the church and believe we 
can afford all that the church should be 
and do. 
Glenn A. Ginder 
Bishop, Midwest Conference 
H. Frank Kipe 
Bishop, Allegheny Conference 
For more than a decade, the Cana-
dian Conference has enjoyed the bless-
ing and unity of Cooperative Ministries. 
Three of the major benefits include: 
1. Increased giving—Challenged by 
the picture of our worldwide ministry, 
giving has quadrupled (1973-$ 116,000; 
1984—$460,000). 
2. Decreased competition—Congrega-
tions now consider the totality of the 
missionary emphasis, rather than the 
individual pleas from agencies. 
3. Unity of purpose—in both out-
reach and nurture. Every agency repre-
sents one facet of the mission of the 
church, with some providing leadership 
in outreach and others in discipleship. 
Like the various parts of the body (1 
Corinthians 12), each one plays its own 
role in the quantitative and qualitative 
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growth of the church, resulting in 
strength and vitality. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Bishop, Canadian Conference 
Cooperative Ministries is one means 
that brings us together as a brotherhood 
in a meaningful way. It is where we tan-
gibly share our finances in order that the 
ministries of the church can be accom-' 
plished. It demonstrates the strength of 
our unity and brotherhood. 
As I understand the Old and New 
Testaments, the ingathering of the tithes 
and offerings were brought to the elders. 
The elders were responsible to use, dis-
burse, and account for these monies. 
Cooperative Ministries fulfills this scrip-
tural principle. It directs our individual 
giving to the specific ministry needs in a 
proportionate manner. This, too, fulfills 
the biblical principle of equality. In a 
beautiful way it takes away competi-
tiveness and communicates cooperation 
and servanthood. 
As we give to Cooperative Ministries, 
it is with joy and assurance of being in 
divine order. 
J. Ralph Wenger 




Academic achievement recognized 
Congratulations to senior Mark Heise 
(New Madison, Ohio) and sophomore 
Winifred Brubaker (Arcanum, Ohio) 
who were honored as Merit Scholars 
during the Academic Convocation 
Chapel opening Messiah's 76th year. 
Based on scholarship, leadership, and 
school loyalty, this award is the highest 
given to underclassmen. 
Four Brethren in Christ students at 
Messiah College are among the 30 stu-
dents who have been awarded either 
Dean's or President's Scholarships for 
the 1985-1986 academic year. 
Douglas Slaymaker of Strasburg, Pa., 
has been recognized as one of ten stu-
dents given a President's Scholarship for 
the academic year. These scholarships 
are designed for students who have 
completed at least 30 credit hours at 
Messiah with a cumulative grade point 
average of 2.5 or better and have distin-
guished themselves as outstanding in 
specific activities while attending the 
College. Doug edited The Swinging 
Bridge, Messiah's student newspaper 
last year. 
David Deyhle (Springfield, Ohio), 
Karl Hostetler (Upland, Calif.), and 
Sheryl Thomas (Conestoga, Pa.) were 
among 20 continuing students awarded 
Dean's Scholarships. Each recipient 
must have completed at least 30 credit 
hours at the college and be named to the 
Dean's List for two consecutive semes-
ters, achieving a 3.6 semester grade 
point average out of a perfect 4.0. 
The following incoming Brethren in 
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Christ students have also been named 
recipients of scholarships: 
Winners of President's Scholarships 
(incoming students): Timothy Day, 
Ridgeway, Ontario; Philip Steckley, 
Ridgeway, Ontario. 
Winners of Dean's Scholarships (in-
coming students): James Boyer, Denver, 
Pa.; Jennifer Boyer, Denver, Pa.; Avis 
Brubaker, Newburg, Pa.; Sheila Cober, 
Ontario, Canada; David Erisman, Colum-
bia, Pa.; Douglas Fraser, Mechanics-
burg, Pa.; Kristin Garis, Hatfield, Pa.; 
Wanda Musser, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; 
Karen Peck, Waynesboro, Pa.; Vicky 
Seibert, East Berlin, Pa.; Bradley Stein-
brecher, Greenville, Ohio; Lori Varner, 
Oakland Mills, Pa. 
Diplomats selected 
The Messiah College Admissions Of-
fice has announced the names of 25 stu-
dents selected to serve as Diplomats for 
the 1985-1986 academic year. As stu-
dent representatives, the Diplomats work 
to maintain a functioning liaison between 
Messiah College students and adminis-
trators. They also assist the Admissions 
and Student Development Office by 
hosting prospective students visiting the 
college and by participating in off-cam-
pus activities. 
Brethren in Christ students who will 
serve as Diplomats for this academic 
year are Michael Book (Mt. Joy, Pa.) 
and Scott Hartman (York, Pa.). 
The African connection 
Dr. Robert Hess, professor of history 
and African studies, returned this sum-
mer from a year-long stay in Nairobi, 
Kenya, as Messiah College's liaison with 
Daystar University College. While there, 
he helped the institution develop a second 
major, business administration and 
management. 
Daystar offers a Christian education 
for Africans. Messiah College, in its role 
as "a giver," supports the program by 
providing funds and one full-time faculty 
member each year to help teach and 
direct the baccalaureate program. 
During the 1985-1986 year, Dr. Robert 
Suggs and his family will be at Daystar. 
An associate professor of psychology at 
Messiah, Dr. Suggs hopes to make the 
year a learning experience as well as a 
teaching experience. His goals are not 
only to teach and to minister effectively, 
but to become more sensitive to the 
needs of others, to learn from the spirit-
ual depth of the Kenyans, and to enjoy 
his family in the slower pace of Nairobi. 
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Mark Helse, Winifred Brubaker 
reader^ fespond To be considered for publication, letters must be signed and should be 300 words or less. 
I would like to commend Paul Nisley 
for his thoughtful and sympathetic dis-
cussion of the recent pastoral letter of 
the American Catholic bishops, The 
Challenge of Peace (Visitor, August 
1985). As Professor Nisley notes, this 
important document is addressed to all 
Americans, not just to Catholics, and it 
merits careful reading and discussion. 
As an immigrant church, American 
Roman Catholicism has historically been 
intensely patriotic and supportive of the 
military. The recent emergence of a 
strong "peace" emphasis within the Catho-
lic church represents a most significant 
and promising cultural and religious 
development. 
Paul Boyer 
Professor of History 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wise. 
Disappointed 
I just reread your editorial in the May 
issue, "A letter to Rachel," and was left 
with the same sense of disappointment 
that I felt the first time I read it. It is 
incomplete. 
There are three options for the girl 
who has a "problem pregnancy": abor-
tion, keeping the baby, and releasing the 
baby for adoption. 
Abortion is not an acceptable option 
for those of us who value life in the 
womb, as God does*, and realize that by 
allowing the killing of babies before 
birth we are devaluing all of life.** 
However, abortion is the easiest answer 
in today's society. It is quick, easy, and 
can be done without anyone knowing— 
except the mother, who will have to live 
the rest of her life with the scars, emo-
tional and possibly physical. 
Keeping her baby is the other option 
that is acceptable in our society. The 
girl, even the young teenager, who 
chooses to give life to her baby is often 
encouraged by friends and relatives to 
keep her baby ("How can you give your 
baby up?" "We'll help you."). Unfortu-
nately, the support system often evapo-
rates soon after the baby's arrival, leav-
ing the girl to struggle alone to support 
herself, finish her education and raise a 
child. In other cases, the girl decides that 
"mothering" isn't as exciting as she 
expected and the baby is left to be raised 
by grandparents. 
Releasing the baby for adoption is the 
most difficult decision a girl can make. 
She usually receives very little support 
from friends and sometimes not even 
from family. Yet this option gives the 
baby life, allows the girl to get a fresh 
start in life, and brings indescribable joy 
to a couple who cannot have children of 
their own. It is not an easy decision. The 
girl will experience grief just as she 
would have if her baby had died at birth. 
She will often think of her baby in years 
to come and wonder what he is doing, 
what she looks Ike, where he lives, etc. 
Yet she will know that her baby is raised 
by two loving parents (Christian par-
ents, if she has worked with an agency 
such as Bethany Christian Services) she 
will be able to finish her education, and 
she will get a more secure start in life. It 
grieves me that our society, which so 
easily accepts the killing of our babies 
and the raising of babies by children, 
gives very little support to the girl who 
releases her baby for adoption. It is not 
an easy decision, but it is a very real 
option—one which should always be 
considered by the girl with the "problem 
pregnancy." Also, the mother who keeps 
her baby needs to know that she can 
release the baby for adoption even after 
the baby is several months old. 
I hope that the next time a "Rachel" 
comes into your life, you will encourage 
her to consider adoption instead of 
assuming that she will become a single 
parent. 
Shelley Frey Crider 
Lancaster, Pa. 
*Job 3:3, Psalm 139: 13-16, Ecc. 11:5, 
Jeremiah 1:5 
**For anyone who does not believe that 
abortion devalues all of human life, I 
strongly recommend the book "Abor-
tion and the Conscience of the Nation" 
by Ronald Reagan. This short, easy-to-
read book also contains "The Slide to 
Auschwitz" by C. Everett Koop, M.D., 
and "The Humane Holocaust" by Mal-
colm Muggeridge. (Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1984) 
Be more controversial 
Although I suppose I am now more 
Mennonite than Brethren in Christ, I 
have enjoyed reading the Visitor and 
keeping up with Brethren in Christ 
news. Our list of periodicals is getting 
out of hand, however, and we have 
decided to discontinue our subscription. 
Our reason for choosing Gospel Herald 
over Evangelical Visitor relates to Gos-
pel Herald's willingness to cover "con-
troversial" topics, with a minimum of 
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"make-you-feel-good" articles. While we 
feel the substance of the Visitor has 
improved over the last several years, we 
have decided to continue with Gospel 
Herald. 
We would also like to see mothers' 
maiden names in the birth announce-
ment section, and a little less "trumpet-
blowing" of Messiah College. While 
Messiah is becoming a quality school, it 
still has problems (one of which may be 
its rapid growth). We appreciate Gospel 
Herald's acknowledgement of Eastern 
Mennonite College, Goshen College and 
Hesston's shortcomings (most recently, 
with alcohol), and wish the Visitor 
would do the same with Messiah. 
In short, we feel that the Visitor is 
often a "cheerleader" publication. Best 
wishes as you continue to try to find 
middle ground; you are in our thought's. 
Pam and Avery Zook II 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
P.S. Enjoyed your renewal notices! 
Too busy? 
These days I'm finding the Visitor 
most interesting and helpful. I'm read-
ing it from cover to cover. I find infor-
mation, challenge and inspiration. I 
appreciate the depth with which our writ-
ers are exploring the meaning of the 
Christian life. Onesimus and Phoebe 
have a special message for us as we 
probe the implications of our Christian 
commitment. 
But Phoebe bothers me sometimes. I 
wonder if her harried life-style is what 
our Lord really wants for his daughters. 
I hate to think that such is the normal 
and ideal pattern for today's Christian 
woman. Might it not indicate that we've 
moved too close to the dominant, secu-
lar, humanistic culture of our day, and 
are accepting with little question their 
values though we try to cover it with 
Christian faith? 
I cannot see that Jesus was so busy. 
He left a successful ministry to move to 
other towns. He took his disciples away 
for times of rest. Yes, crowds did press 
him, but he could slip away from others 
and find a place in the ship to sleep. He 
told us to consider the lilies and the birds 
and how God clothed and fed them. He 
was always available—a one-job person. 
I just can't believe that our Lord's 
ideal for his daughters is such busyness. 
Why two children only? Is mothering an 
insignificant profession? Is being a hus-
band's confidante, counsellor and sup-
port not satisfying to a woman's ego? 
Why two jobs? Or three? Do we need all 
the appurtenances of affluence? Are we 
available? Do we thus best speak to our 
generation of what it means to be 
Christian? 
Our circumstances may vary, but is 
this busy-busy life the ideal? Should it be 
(or become) the norm? Surely our edu-
cation and talents aren't wasted if we 
spend our energies in the home and 
church and community, guiding our 
children and young people through dif-
ficult days to become relaxed and confi-
dent adults with wholesome, unselfish 
attitudes, ready to serve rather than be 
served, and to stand up as Christian men 
and women in a hard unbelieving world. 
Elizabeth Heise 
Hagersville, Ontario 
My dear Onesimus . . . 
It is so interesting that you, as I, have 
the opportunity of comparing the yes-
terdays with the todays. What a joy to 
reflect on 'the good old days' when there 
were no TV preachers or grand con-
dominiums. 
However, as my memory serves me, 
there were people then with grand ideas. 
Do you remember the job description 
that Isaiah wrote for himself, conclud-
ing with ". . . to comfort all that 
mourn"? There were also people like 
Ananias and Sapphira his wife who 
talked big, but did not do as they talked. 
Let's have a look at the concerns you 
have over what we might call "the suc-
cess lifestyle." As I read your letter [in 
the August Visitor], I began to question 
whether or not the church of the 20th 
century is really successful. When I 
compare the church today with the 
church of my day, I feel like the church is 
falling far behind today in spite of all it 
does to win the eye of the unbeliever. 
Remember, Onesimus, the church—as 
recorded in the book of Acts—grew 
2,500 percent in one day. These new 
believers were not only saved. They were 
added to the membership roll. That was 
a success-oriented church. Numbers 
seemed to be important to the first cen-
tury church. They were told to go out 
and make more disciples. Read Peter's 
sermon in Acts 2. Judging from that 
message, I don't think that Peter would 
classify the sin of more armaments in the 
same category as the sin(?) of more 
church members. 
As for money. Can a Christian, a 
congregation, or a denomination ever 
receive enough money as long as there 
are starving populations somewhere or 
people not evangelized? That preacher, 
John Wesley, a saint, though young at 
the time, said: "Earn all you can earn, 
save all you can save, and give all you 
can give." 
Now I will respond to your observa-
tions, which I shall question. 
1. Doesn't God call us to be success-
ful? Servants, yes. Successful, yes. Have 
you forgotten Psalm 1? There the blessed 
godly person is described. In verse three 
we read this of him: "and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper." 
2. Is success an illusive goal? Is the 
salvation of 3000 in one day at Pentecost 
viewed as failure in your day? Many 
people in one denomination will tell you 
that the present spiritual status of many 
central Pennsylvanians is the direct re-
sult of successful revivals occurring 50 
years ago in a little town called Roxbury. 
3. Can success not be reproduced? 
Did not our Lord say: "Pray after this 
manner"? Even I told people they should 
work to do things like I did them. After 
all, what is our option in a world where 
there is no "new thing under the sun"? 
Should we cease teaching or learning? It 
gives us a great excuse, if we want one, 
to either retire or die. 
4. Why isn't success good for a Chris-
tian? Success or failure does not mean 
that we will not 'lay down our cross.' I 
know more "failures" who have "back-
slidden" than I know of "successes" who 
have. When the Chnstian has victory, 
then Christ has victory. 
To summarize my response, I am 
going to risk my reputation. (No one 
ever did tell me I was humble. But, on 
the other hand, I do not believe I am 
proud.) I believe I was a success in Phi-
lippi, in Athens, and in Ephesus. For 
you see, my dear Onesimus, my life was 
a mission. 
"Paul" 
P.S. I am concerned about you. In your 
recent letters you do not seem to reflect 
much hope. Could I suggest a good 
book to read? It is titled "Possibility 
Thinking." 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. To be consid-
eredfor publication, letters must 
be signed. Names may be with-
held in certain instances. 
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Pfyoebe's Journal 
"More on Neat Little Packages" 
Another one of my neat little pack-
ages which requires constant attention 
contains my beliefs and feelings about 
the role of women and the relationships 
between men and women. Clearly this is 
an area where it's almost impossible to 
keep one's package intact. 
In response to a question I recently 
raised about the use of sexually inclusive 
language, I was given two pieces of liter-
ature to read to help me understand the 
other person's point of view. As I read, I 
was impressed by the neat little pack-
ages which the authors seemed com-
pelled to create—packages which sug-
gest that issues are much simpler than 
they really are. In my opinion, both 
Sheldon Vanauken in an article, "Uni-
sexism: Second Thoughts on Women's 
Liberation' " (New Oxford Review, 
December 1981), and Vernard Eller, in 
The Language of Canaan and the Gram-
mar of Feminism, are guilty of oversim-
plifying complex issues. 
Both charge that inclusive language 
does awful things to the English lan-
guage. Certain usages (chairperson, he 
or she, etc.) are described as "monstrosi-
ties," "obnoxious," "abominable," and 
"wrong." Both authors seem to view 
language as static—as though what was 
correct 50 years ago or longer will 
always be correct. Language is always 
changing, though, and usage changes to 
reflect a changing world. New words are 
coined all the time and old ones dropped 
when they no longer communicate effec-
tively. The language of the King James 
Bible, for example, is generally consid-
ered "beautiful" (a characteristic Eller 
rightly says is crucial to language), but 
for many people today does not com-
municate effectively because it doesn't 
conform to contemporary usage. 
For the record, I note that Vanauken 
and Eller believe that much inclusive 
language is theologically and linguisti-
cally incorrect. That's a serious charge 
and one which probably needs to be 
seriously examined. For me, however, 
the credibility of that assertion is weak-
ened right at the start by their failure to 
acknowledge the dynamic nature of lan-
guage and usage. 
Both also seem to make generaliza-
tions which simply don't fit reality: a 
person has to choose between feminism 
and Christianity; one cannot be both a 
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wife and a partner; either one is a risk-
taking, initiating, goal-oriented male or 
an obedient, responding, nurturing fe-
male. Such either-or thinking denies the 
possibility of give-and-take in a rela-
tionship and the reality which many 
husbands and wives experience every 
day. What about men who are especially 
good at parenting (nurturing), or women 
who routinely set daily goals for them-
selves? Because some aspects of femi-
nism are unchristian, is that a good rea-
son to question the integrity of Christian 
feminists? Does it have to be all or 
nothing? 
Vanauken says he's writing only about 
the "unisexists" who say that there is no 
difference between men and women 
beyond the obvious physical ones. Yet 
in his effort to prove that there are dif-
ferences, he forces individual people 
into statistical molds. Just because men 
are generally stronger than women, it 
does not follow, as Vanauken implies, 
that a male police officer can always 
subdue an "ex-Marine crook" better 
than a woman can. Even though "psy-
chologists find that men have a built-in 
propensity for risk-taking," it's also true 
that some women are much more inclined 
to take risks than some men. (Vanauken 
also makes the opposite mistake. From 
the experience of his wife, who decided 
late in life that she felt more liberated 
being a "traditional [Christian] wife," he 
seems to conclude that all women would 
feel more liberated as traditional wives.) 
Reading Vanauken and Eller made 
me think and helped me to understand 
another point of view. But far from set-
tling the issue, as they seem intent on 
doing (Eller's final chapter is called "The 
End of the Matter"), Vanauken and 
Eller raise even more questions in my 
mind. I would like to be able to discuss 
issues like this without feeling that the 
questions are being answered for me 
before the discussion even begins. I 
know that my own need to be "right" 
makes this difficult, but I also know that 
few issues can be reduced to neat little 
packages. From my Christian sisters 
and brothers, I would like the freedom 
to wonder out loud about what God 
intends for men and women in their rela-
tionships in the home, the church, and 
society. I suspect that God doesn't al-
ways reveal himself in "neat little pack-
ages" and we box him in when we act as 
though he does. 
Terrorism abroad and 
The hijacking of a TWA plane and 
the taking hostage of 39 Americans this 
summer raised anew the reality of ter-
rorism, especially for U.S. citizens. 
In this instance, the Reagan adminis-
tration refrained from retaliating with 
force and effectively used quiet diplo-
macy to achieve the release of the cap-
tives. 
But the President's use of words like 
"barbarian" and "international out-
casts" to describe the militant Moslem 
sect believed to have been involved in 
the hijacking, provoked immediate reac-
tions across the United States. 
An Arab-American mosque in Hous-
ton was bombed and another in Mary-
land vandalized. Representative Robert 
Walker (R-Pa.) introduced an amend-
ment in Congress to give the President 
authority to "use such anti-terrorism 
measures as may be necessary to prevent 
the loss of lives of U.S. Armed Forces 
personnel" around the world. This was 
passed by voice vote, with no dissent or 
debate. 
The long history of injustices suffered 
by Arabic peoples in the Middle East 
will require a serious and studied re-
sponse, not emotional threats from a 
Western power. Arabic peoples and 
their lands have been conquered, di-
vided, parceled out and assigned to var-
ious spheres of Western and non-Mos-
lem colonial influence over the centu-
ries. 
Arabic Moslems experienced the cruel 
and violent excesses of the Christian 
Crusaders, who swept across their lands 
in the 11th and 12th centuries. Zionist 
colonizers arrived in Palestine in the 
19th and 20th centuries, and more re-
cently, American armed forces camped 
on Lebanese soil at the same time as 
Israel's three-year military occupation 
of Southern Lebanon. This only added 
to the hurt and resentment felt by Mos-
lems in the region. 
It is not "coddling terrorism" to try to 
understand the historical and psycho-
logical roots of Islamic revivalism. The 
current militant Islamic resurgence is 
part of an ongoing search to recover 
dignity, identity and purpose. 
Many Moslems, having rejected what 
they see as the decadent consumerism 
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violent rhetoric at home 
and materialism reflected in American 
capitalism as well as the anti-religious 
bias of atheistic communism, are zeal-
ously espousing a return to the tenants 
of Islam. It is worth noting that only a 
very small number of Moslems actively 
use terror as a weapon. 
For the United States to take a "get 
tough" military stance against militant 
Moslems will likely be self-defeating. It 
may only strengthen Moslem convic-
tions of what they call the satanic dimen-
sion of American objectives, a demon 
they are determined to drive out of their 
presence. 
Put yourself In their shoes 
Conflict resolution specialist Roger 
Fisher underscores that "the ability to 
see the situation as the other side sees it, 
is one of the most important skills a 
negotiator can possess." 
U.S. government leaders, however, 
barely acknowledge decades of U.S. 
actions in the Middle East that have 
helped create the backlash of more 
recent years. The American amnesia of 
the lessons of history readily leads to 
what former Senator J. William Ful-
bright called "the arrogance of power." 
The United States not only supported 
but, through the CIA, installed the Shah 
of Iran in 1953, whose oppressive rule 
resulted in the revolution and radicaliza-
tion of the Shiite Moslems. The massive 
U.S. military support of Israel, whose 
army imposed a heavy-handed occupa-
tion of the Shiite Moslems in southern 
Lebanon from 1982 to the present, has 
resulted in an explosive reaction against 
both Israel and the United States. 
While the U.S. administration issued 
strong verbal threats to take reprisals 
against the terrorist hijackers, it never 
acknowledged an anti-terrorist action 
that backfired earlier this year. 
Authorized by the President in late 
1984, the CIA-directed training of counter-
terrorist units in Lebanon ran amok. 
Lebanese members of one of those units, 
on their own initiative, detonated a mas-
sive car bomb in. a Moslem suburb of 
Beirut that killed 80 innocent civilians 
and wounded 200, but missed the mil-
itant Moslem leader who was the appar-
ent target. Some observers believe that 
this March 8 anti-terrorist action, per-
ceived as American-instigated, was a 
precipitating factor in the TWA hi-
jacking. 
This March 8 tragedy, little known by 
the American public, was far greater in 
magnitude than the TWA hostage-taking 
in terms of lives lost. The tendency of 
nation states is to be selective in identify-
ing terrorism. A sense of fairness and 
moral symmetry becomes the first casu-
alty following a terrorist action. With-
out a more objective and balanced view 
that also takes into account America's 
role in terrorist activity, the chances for 
working toward an end to such violence 
will be slim. 
Closer to home 
In his July speech to the American 
Bar Association, President Reagan in-
cluded Nicaragua's leaders along with 
Libyan, Iranian, South Yemenite, North 
Korean and Cuban leaders as being 
"trained, financed and directly or indi-
rectly controlled by a core group of rad-
ical and totalitarian governments, a new 
international version of Murder, Inc." 
The President referred to these heads 
of state as "the strangest collection of 
misfits, Looney Tunes and squalid crim-
inals since the advent of the Third 
Reich." 
The President asserted that Nicara-
gua along with the five other countries is 
"actively supporting a campaign of inter-
national terrorism against the United 
States." 
Going further Mr. Reagan said, 
"Under international law, any state 
which is the victim of acts of war has the 
right to defend itself. . . . Americans 
are not going to tolerate intimidation, 
terror and outright acts of war against 
this nation and its people." 
Evidence implicating Nicaragua as an 
exporter of terrorism is given little cre-
dence by reputable research centers such 
as the Central America Historical Insti-
tute (Georgetown University), or other 
respected monitors of developments in 
Nicaragua. Some observers suggest that 
the U.S. administration is attempting to 
build a public climate of hostility toward 
Nicaragua that will provide the ratio-
nale for the United States to militarily 
overthrow the government of Nicaragua. 
Although both sides use violence, 
there has been unmistakable terrorism 
carried out by the U.S.-supported con-
tras against the civilian population of 
Nicaragua. 
"We live in a world rampant with 
terrorism, but we take no time to reflect 
on the underlying causes of violence," 
said behavioral scientist David Ham-
burg in his annual report for the Carne-
gie Corporation. "Only a tiny fraction of 
the academic community is examining 
the causes and prevention of violence. 
. . . It is not examined in education, the 
media, in government or in business and 
certainly not in the broad community." 
It is precisely to augment such research 
in developing effective conflict resolu-
tion that the U.S. Peace Institute (for-
merly called the National Peace Acad-
emy) law was passed by Congress. It is 
instructive to note, however, that the 
White House has withheld the appro-
priated funds needed to activate the 
U.S. Peace Institute. 
Meanwhile, other instruments for 
movement toward greater peace and 
away from the uncontrolled chaos await 
the serious attention of key parties, both 
for the Middle East and in Central 
America. 
The February 11 Jordanian-Palestin-
ian peace initiative outlines mutual rec-
ognition and a secure habitat for both 
Israel and the Palestinians. The greatest 
tragedy from the fallout of the Beirut 
hostage taking would be the derailment 
of this peace initiative, should Israel and 
the United States fail now to move these 
long-awaited peace talks forward. 
In Central America, and specifically 
to resolve the U.S.-Nicaragua crisis, 
there is the Contadora peace proposal. 
If implemented, these agreements to 
demilitarize the region would resolve 
much of the crisis that grows greater 
each day. Nicaragua has stated its will-
ingness to implement the proposal. This 
initiative also awaits a good faith re-
sponse from Washington. 
Delton Franz 
Delton Franz is director of the MCC U. S. 
Washington, D. C., office. 
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"LIFT UP A BANNER . . 
A Contest Open to All! 
Every congregation in the Brethren in Christ Church is invited 
to participate in a banner contest sponsored by the Commission 
on Stewardship and Finance! 
The banners will first of all be displayed at the respective 
regional conferences next spring, and then will again be displayed 
at the General Conference at McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, from July 5 through 10, 1986. 
Banner theme 
The banner should enhance the cooperative stewardship program of the brotherhood, COOPER-
ATIVE MINISTRIES, and it may also relate to the General Conference theme, "Energized to 
Evangelize!" 
Prizes and recognitions 
1. Prizes will be in the form of gift certificates from the Christian Light Bookstores. 
. . . First Prize $200 
. . . Second Prize $100 
. . . Third Prize $ 75 
. . . Three Runner-Up Prizes of $50 each 
2. The six banners will be displayed on the General Conference platform. 
3. A banner processional will take place on Saturday, July 5.1986, as part of the opening of General 
Conference. 
4. All banners will be on display for the duration of the Conference. 
5. To be eligible for a prize at General Conference, your banner must be displayed at your 1986 
regional conference. 
6. Regional conferences will judge the banners submitted. Each regional conference will choose a first 
place winner and as many other winners as they choose. The winner will be among the top six 
given prizes at General Conference. Regional conferences may give recognitions as they deem best. 
More information coming 
Each pastor will receive detailed information on the banner contest along with a registration form 
soon. Any questions concerning the contest may be directed to Paul Hostetler, Box A, Grantham, PA 
17027. Telephones: (Office) 717-697-2634; (Home) 717-766-2621. 
